
1. Brief Introduction of Guest 
Melanie Newhouse 

Christ became my Redeemer when I was 17 at a summer camp 
I’ve been married to the man I started dating just after that; he’s my best friend 
4 boys (21, 16, 12, 9), they are a gift 

We moved to Ohio 6.5 years ago from our beloved Michigan 
While trying to find a new church family in our new state, heard one pastor 

encourage His flock to pay attention to only the red letters (Christ’s Words)...  he said the 
Old Testament was centuries old and not really needed!  I knew this was not true; Jesus’ 
quotes the OT but to hear a learned, trained pastor speak something like that kinda shook 
me. 

While I had always been a student of great Christian literature and a committed 
participant in many quality Bible studies, looking back, I realize I was very dependent on 
others for my source of  truth. 

This spurred me deeper into the Word, studying it in a healthier way.  I picked up 
a compact ESV bible with cross references and no commentary and dove into the book of 
Romans.  Slowly reading chapter by chapter and verse by verse.  Asking the Lord to help 
me.  I asked Him to give me a hunger -- an insatiable hunger - for His Word. 

Through the last 6 years He has helped me so much!  He sent:  
Dear sisters who sharpened and encouraged me  
More dear sisters who studied w/ me -- over the internet, in my home, in churches 
Some wonderful resources, study methods, and teachers 
But most importantly, he sent me this journey with Him through the pages of His 

Word, year after year, showing me more and more what He has done and Who He is! 
 
I share all that with you to encourage you.  If you are new to studying His Word, ask Him 
for help.  Psalm 119 is a beautiful heart cry about His Word.  Love these verses at the 
end: 

169 Let my cry come before you, O Lord; 
    give me understanding according to your word! 
170 Let my plea come before you; 
    deliver me according to your word. 
171 My lips will pour forth praise, 
    for you teach me your statutes. 
172 My tongue will sing of your word, 
    for all your commandments are right. 
173 Let your hand be ready to help me, 
    for I have chosen your precepts. 
174 I long for your salvation, O Lord, 
    and your law is my delight. 
175 Let my soul live and praise you, 
    and let your rules help me. 
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant, 
    for I do not forget your commandments. 

 



2. Describe the literary style this episode is covering 
Biblical Narrative -- true, real-life stories with characters and challenges; its history! 
This is God’s Story --  

➤ about Him, His People, what He was doing 
  

➤ What happened (as David Platt says, not necessarily what should have 
happened or ought to have happened): 

○  these are not perfect people (but warts and all kind of “characters” 
-- Moses when He kills the Egyptian, David and his sins involved 
with Bathsheba, Saul, Jonah, Ezra…  all characters with flaws) 

○ These are stories about what God did to and through (and despite!) 
these people 

 
3. A.  Where do we see this style being used in Scripture? 

Over 40% of the OT is Narrative -- history;  keep in mind, it is a story about God 
●  
● Genesis 
● Joshua 
● Judges 
● Ruth 
● 1 and 2 Samuel 
● 1 and 2 Kings 

● 1 and 2 Chronicles 
● Ezra  
● Nehemiah 
● Daniel 
● Jonah 
● Haggai 

But there is a lot of Narrative in Exodus, Numbers, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah and Job;  NT: Large 
portions of the Gospels, almost all of Acts 
 

 B.  How is it used in the metanarrative? 
The metanarrative is God’s “big picture” story seen in the scriptures from beginning to 

end.  There are 4 parts: Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration 
  

Gn 1-2 features God’s CREATION: how in the beginning, all things pointed to His glory, 
they were orderly and perfect.  How God made man and woman and could be with Him. 

 
The beginning of Gn 3 features the FALL; man believing He knew better than God, 

defied Him, sin entered the scene and everything in creation was broken, separated from the 
Holy One.  

 
Immediately after this, still in Gn 3, God’s REDEMPTION begins.  These verses promise 

a coming Savior, and the first sacrifice is made to cover the man and woman for their sin.  They 
are driven out of the garden.  This Redemption theme is in the rest of the OT, points to the 
need of the coming Messiah, the Redeemer.  In the Gospels, the New Testament, Christ enters 
the world and provides the perfect sacrifice to redeem those who trust in Him.  The rest of the 
New Testament and the letters, reiterate Christ’s perfect redemptive work on the cross and 
encourage us to repent and follow Him, seeking Him to take us through a lifelong process of 
freeing us and refining us and making us more like Christ.  

 



All this points to the future discussed in Revelation, when one day God will secure 
RESTORATION, perfect order and perfect glory in earth and heaven. 

 
Jen Wilkin uses the analogy of being a gardener to explain the importance of 

metanarrative when we study scripture..  (Chapter 3:  Study with Purpose).  Just like a gardener 
needs to understand the the seasons - spring, summer, fall, winter - to understand why the leaves 
of her favorite tree are yellow instead of green.  Because she understands the metanarrative of 
gardening, she does not expect ripe red tomatoes on her tomato plant in winter.    She says the 
same is true in scripture;  when we are fuzzy about God’s Big Story, we may have trouble 
relating to the Old Testament, feeling that he is somehow “different then.  But He is not.  When 
keep in mind how events fell in God’s Big Picture (creation, fall, redemption, and point to 
restoration) 
 

4. What are some nuances or purposes of this literary style (provide examples)? 
Nuances:  (subtle qualities, distinctions, variations?)  

 
➤ All stories contain Plot.  Biblical Narrative has plot --  

○ events, which often lead up to a  
○ conflict/problem/challenge in the character’s life, which lead to a  
○ climax/”crisis or turning point…  
○ end with a resolution, how that obstacle works out 

 
➤ What God was doing, a story where God is always the main character, He 

is always the Hero!  He is the one at work…  
➤ The purpose of Narrative is to point to God. 

○ “He is the builder of history” (Henrietta Mears) 
 

➤ Critical to keep in mind, this is not an ordinary story or ordinary book -- it 
written by God!  Paul discusses this with Timothy (2 Tim 3:14-17): 

○ But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work. 

○ These “stories” have been breathed out by God! 
 

➤ Its purpose is to Glorify Him! 
➤ Yet, it all of these stories fit together to show that He cares deeply about 

humans and their struggles.  For example, He rescues Lot from Sodom and 
Gomorrah, He sees Hagar when she experiences rejection, and He uses 
Rahab to protect His men from danger in a wild land. 

 



 
5. What are some challenges when studying Scripture written in this literary style? 

David Platt:  “Never forget that it was God’s Word to other people, before it was God’s Word to 
us.”  (Secret Church 3, session 1) 
 
Jen Wilkin explains this well.  Exegesis -- digging down to find the original meaning of the 
passage.  Love this quote in her book, “Exegesis says, Before you can hear it with your ears, hear 
it with theirs.  Before you can understand it today, understand it back then.”  
 
Its critical to pay attention to CONTEXT!  
 
In my preparation, Bethany mentioned this important point.  Our culture is extremely different 
than OT culture; this is a huge barrier for us to understand context.  The time in history is 
different, the place in the world is different.  On top of that, many of us do not understand Jewish 
traditions and holy days and history because we did not grow up with that heritage.  On top of 
this, many of us have very limited understanding of events in World History and find geography 
of a foreign place we’ve never seen difficult to imagine.  
 
Also many of us, cannot read Hebrew or Greek or Aramaic, the original languages used in the 
Bible.  Sometimes we lose the depth of a Hebrew word when it’s translated into English.  
 
Additionally, there are many idioms found in the scriptures which don’t have meaning to us.  In 
our culture, we use an idiom when we say “it’s raining cats and dogs” which is an idiom for a 
really torrential storm.  In the OT text, we encounter phrases like, “he slept with his fathers,” 
which means he died and “stiff necked people,” which means they are stubborn, rebellious and 
“flowing with milk and honey” which means its fertile land.  There are many of these types of 
phrases.  
 
Learning context takes time!  Give yourself grace… and time.  
 

6. What are some helpful tips when studying Scripture written in this literary style? 
Pray!!!  Ask the Lord to be your teacher.  The OT Narrative is a story about him and He wants 
His people to know Him.  Anytime you are reading His Story, pray -- before you open His book, 
while you are reading and wrestling with trying to understand, and afterwards -- thank Him that 
He will continue to teach you as you keep coming back to Him.  He wants us to know Him.  He 
has given us His Word to show us who He is…  we must ask for His help and rely on Him to 
show us. 
 
Read slowly and prayerfully.  
 
Read surrounding chapters, read the book from beginning to end. 
 
Narrative is a historical retelling of events as they happened.  It is intended to be read at face 
value.  Let the text speak for itself.  Do not read more into it. 
 



Do not make it about you.  It is about God.  Look for what He is doing. 
 
Do not pick and choose the parts of the story you do like or attempt to redefine it how you’d like 
it to end. 

I used to really detest the end of Jonah; He has this wild experience of being rescued by a 
massive fish, he gets to Nineveh, shares God’s warning, sees people repent and God 
spare them, and he gets angry and pouts and begs to die because God is gracious and 
merciful to undeserving people?!?  But I can’t change that story.  However,  imperfect 
Jonah points out the need for a  perfect messenger who will rejoice when an undeserving 
people experience God’s grace and mercy through His Work -- imperfect Jonah points to 
our need for Christ. 
 
Also know, that there are some things God does that we simply will not be able to figure 

out or even begin to understand because God is sovereign.  He’s not human; he’s God.  It is not 
our position to know what He’s doing and why.  He’s God!!   Romans 9 ( v 14-24): 

 
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he says 
to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion,[a] but 
on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be 
proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he 
hardens whomever he wills. 
 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 
20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to 
make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable 
use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to 
make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also 
from the Gentiles? 

 
We can’t even begin to comprehend the mind of God and meaning of His ways. We will fail if 
we try...    Embrace humility and place your faith in a mighty God who you cannot begin to fully 
figure out. 

 
CONTEXT IS KING!  I’m not sure who said that, but it is critical in OT Narrative.  It takes time 
to learn, but it’s so fascinating.  Don’t expect to grasp it all in one day; you won’t.  But with time 
and faithful digging, God will take you on this incredible journey of learning.  
 
David Platt says we should consider 3 levels when reading Narrative: 

1. Individual’s History -- what’s going on in the character’s story 



2. Israel’s History -- what’s going on in the nation of Israel, when is it? What major events 
have taken place?  

3. Redemptive History (Metanarrative) -- Where is it in God’s big story: Creation, Fall, 
Redemption, Restoration; How does it point to Christ? 
 

Often the Lord is accomplishing something in that individual person (Abraham, Isaac, Ruth, etc) 
but it also has significance in Israel’s journey as God’s People and even further on the whole 
picture of God’s story beginning to the end yet to come. 
 
Studied Ezra/Nehemiah with some sisters this fall.  

God does a work in a through these individuals, who’ve been in bondage in Babylon. 
God brings calls them out to lead in re-establishing His earthly temple in Jerusalem.  They are 
experiencing the fulfillment of prophecies in Jeremiah! 

It’s also a significant time in the History of Israel.  They’re nation who rejected God… 
and after repeated warnings given through the prophets, he sent them away as captives to their 
enemies for 70 years.  In the prophets, God says He’ll use that time of bondage to give them a 
heart to know Him.  Ezra and Nehemiah and the remnant of Israel take part in another exodus of 
God’s people back, out of bondage and into the promised land.  

Where this fits in the Metanarrative / God’s big story?  
This is a story of God still redeeming a fallen, broken people.  While He is working to 

restore correct worship and redeem His people, they mess up, more than once.  They cry out to 
him and confess, He forgives them and corrects them and then they do it again.  The book ends 
with them violating the priesthood and their covenant with God and points to their need for a 
perfect Ruler and a perfect High Priest. 
Read the “individual story” from beginning to end. 
 
Cross References are very helpful!  
My boys and I were reading the other day in 2 Kings 5, which brought us to... 

Luke 4 tells a brief interaction that Jesus has teaching in his hometown.  When he is 
questioned by them, His response fills them with so much anger that these religious men 
want to kill him!!!  Why?!? 
 
 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in 
truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens 
were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 
and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 
woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers[a] in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When 
they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up 
and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their 
midst, he went away.  

 
If you look up the cross references, you’ll be taken to passages in 1 and 2 Kings where God 
makes himself known in mighty ways to foreigners, people outside of the nation of Israel.  This 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A24-30&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25082a


particular man and woman despite being raised in idol-worshipping nations praise the one true 
God!  My ESV commentary tells us that these religious men in Jesus day are angry because he is 
reminding them when Israel rejects God’s prophets, they will go elsewhere -- even to the 
Gentiles! 
 
 
I loved this quote from Conrad Mbewe (M-bay-way) 
Finally, it should be emphasized that in order truly to understand the Bible with increasing depth 
over a lifetime, we must read the Scriptures repeatedly. The Bible is not a book to be read once 
and then placed on the shelf. As God’s life-giving Word, it must be read and meditated on with 
great care over and over again (Ps. 119:15, 48). As we grow in our knowledge of the full 
landscape of Scripture, every verse within that landscape becomes clearer and more meaningful. 
Unlike other books, which we read and “finish,” believers never truly “finish” reading the 
Bible. Just as we must eat physical food each day if we are to be physically healthy, so we must 
eat spiritual food each day if we are to be spiritually healthy. As the psalmist prayed, “My eyes 
are awake before the watches of the night, that I may meditate on your promise” (Ps. 119:148).  
. 
Be encouraged…  embark on a lifelong journey with the Lord through His Word.  He has so 
much to teach us! 
 

7. How does this literary style point to Christ and the Gospel? 
Jill pointed out that Narrative in the NT gospels speaks for itself because Christ is present!  
 
Narrative in the OT is unfinished at the end.  Ezra/Nehemiah for example, ends with them STILL 
in sin, STILL waiting for a redeemer because their repentance was not permanent. It points to 
their need for a perfect high priest, a savior who needs to come, and does  -- Christ!  
 
I’d say, the story of the Israelite kings is very similar… they wrestle with sin and idolatry and 
remaining faithful to God’s purpose… at the end of the OT, they’ve lost their kingdom because 
they’ve rejected their all-too-patient God!  It is also unfinished and points out the need for a 
perfect King to lead God’s people, a king who needs to come, and does -- Christ! 
 
The narrative in the book of Acts involves the events after Christ’s resurrection, his work of 
redemption is ongoing, but points to restoration where all creation will be made new and perfect 
when Jesus will comes again. 
 
 
 

https://www.esv.org/Psalms+119%3A15%2C+119%3A48/
https://www.esv.org/Psalms+119%3A148/

