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MARK RESOURCES 

 

THIS PDF INCLUDES:  

 
● Mark Syllabus 
● Bible Study Tools Handout 
● Attributes of God Handout 

● Responding to the Text Handout 

● Mark Glossary of Terms 

● Twelve Disciples of Jesus 

● Mark Timeline 

● Whole Bible Timeline 

● Locations Mentioned in Mark 

● Blue Letter Bible Map (BLB) 

● ESV Maps (ESV) 

● Logos Maps (Logos) 

● Mark Discussion Questions 
● Mark Scripture Print Out 

 

We recommend organizing these resources in a three ring binder.  
Resources listed in bold are most essential for your study. 

 
Find these for individual download at daytonwomenintheword.com/mark-resources 

along with additional links, commentary and study resources. 
 

 
 
 

 

 



MARK SYLLABUS 
Each week in our session, we will cover a portion of the book of Mark and introduce a Bible study 
tool for use the following week. For more information on how to use the tools, see the Study Tools 

handout or visit daytonwomenintheword.com/study-tools. 
 

WEEK  MARK TEXT COVERED IN SESSION 
Read the text listed in preparation for that session. 

CORRESPONDING  
STUDY TOOL 

1  Introductory Material and Context 
Try reading through Mark once before the first session. 

 

2  Mark 1 & 2  Annotation (Taking Notes) 

3  Mark 3, 4 & 5  Cross Referencing 
& Contemporary Books 

4  Mark 6, 7 & 8  Comparing Translations 

5  Mark 9 & 10  Looking Up Definitions  
(Word Study) 

6  Mark 11, 12 & 13  Outlining Mark 11-13 
(Verses vs. Whole Book) 

7  Mark 14 & 15  Paraphrasing  Mark 15:21-41 

8  Mark 16; Closing  Using Commentary 

 

WEEKLY TOOLS: 
We encourage the use of these tools repeatedly throughout the study: 

● Prayer 

● Answering Discussion Questions (Included in PDF) 

● Repetitive Reading (of the passage for the week) 

● Continued Annotation 

 

CHALLENGES: 
If you are looking for additional challenges in your study, try these tools: 

● Attributes of God Handout (Included in PDF) 

● Responding to Text Handout (Included in PDF) 

● Prayer Journaling  

● Memorizing Scripture (Try Mark 10:45) 

 



BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
Dayton Women in the Word 

Part of our mission at Dayton Women in the Word is to give you tools to help you better understand and engage 
with the Word of God. While we believe that the only essential for our Bible Reading is the Holy Spirit, we have 

found many of these secondary tools helpful in engaging with the Scriptures. For further teaching on these tools, 
watch our At Home in the Word video series at daytonwomenintheword.com/study-tools. 

PRAYER 
Invite the Lord to work in you during your study and illumine the text. Pray before, 

during, and after your study time. Pray for help when you get stuck or with 

thanksgiving when you read something particularly meaningful to you. Ask God 

questions. Lay your study at His feet.  (See also PRAYER JOURNALING below.) 

 

REPETITIVE READING 
We recommend repetitive reading of the Biblical text; that is, reading the same 

passage multiple times as you study it. This allows you to become very familiar with 

the content of the passage. You can also listen to the passage repetitively with an 

audio Bible app. 

 

CONTEXT 
We find it extremely helpful to know the historical and literary context of the passage 

we are reading. These five context questions are helpful to ask before you begin 

studying a book of the Bible or longer passage of Scripture: 

● Who wrote it? 

● When was it written? 

● To whom was it written? 

● In what style was it written? 

● Why was it written? 

For a printable version of these questions for future use, visit 

daytonwomenintheword.com/study-tools. We typically use the introductory material 

in a study Bible or a trusted commentary to help answer these questions. It may also 

be helpful to explore the setting of the book, the major themes, how it fits into the 

bigger story of the Bible (metanarrative) and what the literary structure is like. For 

more information on Biblical genres, find our Quick Guide to Biblical Genres at 

daytonwomenintheword.com/more. 

 



ANNOTATION (TAKING NOTES) 
We find it helpful to print out a double-spaced copy of the text to make notes on. 

Here are some examples of things to take note of as you read: 

○ Repeated words, phrases, and ideas 

○ Specific attributes of God 

○ Promises of God 

○ Lists or several points in a row 

○ Words, phrases, or ideas you don’t understand -  to revisit later 

○ Key transition words such as “if/then,” “likewise,” “but,” “because,” or “in the 

same way.” Try drawing an arrow to connect from one idea to the other. 

○ Definitions of words you don’t know – to look up later. See LOOKING UP 

DEFINITIONS below. 

○ Any questions you have to revisit later 

 

CROSS REFERENCING 
By Verse: Verse cross references are the small letters following the words in a study 

Bible that match up with the list of references in your margins. They point us to other 

relevant Scriptures related to our primary text. If you don’t have a study Bible, you 

can find them by looking up the passage online or using the free Crossway Bible 

Study app. There are many, many cross references, and you do not need to look them 

all up for every passage! Ask the Lord to focus you in on areas that you need a fuller 

understanding and follow that trail. 

 

By Book: Cross referencing by book refers to reading whole books of the Bible that 

are written chronologically before, during, or after the time of the book you are 

studying. These are also called ‘contemporary’ books. An example of this is to read 

Esther while  studying Ezra/Nehemiah.  

 

LOOKING UP DEFINITIONS (WORD STUDY) 
Looking up definitions is just like it sounds. When you come to a word that you don’t 

know or want to study more closely, look it up. You can start with an English 

dictionary or look the word up in the original language (Hebrew, Greek or Aramaic) in 

a concordance (we like using the Blue Letter Bible app). Looking up a definition can 

sometimes lead you on what we call a “word study,” which means to look at one word 

in every place that it’s used in the Bible. Looking up definitions helps us to clarify the 

author’s original meaning and intent. 

 

 



COMPARING TRANSLATIONS 
It can be extremely helpful to read a difficult passage in a different translation of the 

Bible. Some of our suggestions outside the ESV include the New International 

Version (NIV), New American Standard Bible (NASB), Christian Standard Bible (CSB), 

New King James Version (NKJV), and Revised Standard Version (RSV). Try to stay 

away from paraphrases like the New Living Translation (NLT) and the Message 

(MSG) for study purposes (consider them more like commentaries, not direct 

translations). You can find all of these on the YouVersion app or biblegateway.com. 

 

OUTLINING 
An outline is an ordered list of the main topics and supporting ideas in a text. This can 

be as simple or as complex as the Spirit leads, and there’s no “right way” to do it. You 

may use the headings in your Bible for help, but don’t feel the need to follow them. 

Outline in a way that feels natural to you and helps you understand the passage more 

fully. Feel free to revise as you get a deeper understanding of the text. 

 

PARAPHRASING 
To paraphrase is to rewrite a passage in your own words. Take your time with this, 

and utilize the previous tools to get a fuller understanding of what the text is saying 

before you try to paraphrase. There is no right way to paraphrase. Just do your best 

to grasp what the author is trying to say and put it into your own words. It is often 

helpful to think about how you would explain the passage to a child or someone who 

is not familiar with the Bible. 

 

READING COMMENTARY 
We recommend saving this tool for the end of your study. Focus first on what God is 

revealing to you in his Word before you read what God has revealed to someone else. 

Sermons, lectures, blog posts, podcasts, and books are all considered commentary. 

When you’re ready, choose a commentary from a trusted source. Ask your Bible 

teacher or pastor if you need help choosing a commentary.  

 

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT 
After you have studied and explored the passage in depth, ask yourself these 

questions to evaluate the text and apply it to your life. 

● What does it say? (Comprehension) 

● What does it mean? (Interpretation) 

● How should it change me? (Application) 

 



PRAYER JOURNALING 
Prayer journaling is a method of reflecting on what you’ve read in the text. It is prayer 

in written form. This tool can help you to clarify your thoughts on the text as you put 

pen to paper. It can be a stream-of-consciousness style writing in which you write 

exactly what comes to mind at that given moment, or it can be a more organized 

compilation of thoughts - whatever works for you! You can praise the Lord for what 

He has taught you as you’ve studied; ask Him questions that have arisen as you’ve 

read or petition the Lord to help you put into practice something you learned. This is 

your personal journal between you and God - how you use and organize it is up to 

you! 

 

MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE 
Memorizing Scripture simply means committing a passage of God’s Word to memory. 

This is more of a practice than a tool, but it is similar to repetitive reading because it 

helps us to internalize the truths we are learning. We suggest starting with a shorter 

passage of 1-3 verses if you are just starting out, and working up toward longer 

passages. Choose a passage that has special meaning to you or hits on a main theme 

from the larger passage you are studying. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Women of the Word by Jen Wilkin 

Dig Deeper by Nigel Beynon and Andrew Sach 

 
 



Use this handout to list the attributes of God that you find in the text. 
(An attribute is a quality or character trait. Examples include holy, righteous, loving, etc.) 

Feel free to note the scripture references where you found each attribute.

Portion of Scripture:

Date:

A T T R I B U T E S  O F  G O D



Answer these three questions periodically as you read through your 

selected portion of scripture.

Portion of Scripture:

Date:

What does it say? (Comprehension)

What does it mean? (Interpretation)

How does (or should) it change me? (Application)

R E S P O N S E  Q U E S T I O N S



MARK // GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

The book of Mark includes references to names and places that are unfamiliar to us but 
would have been very meaningful to the original readers and hearers. We’ve included a 
glossary of terms to help you as you study. Note that this is not an exhaustive glossary, so 
we encourage you to look up the meaning of words you are unfamiliar with as you use the 
annotation study tool. Each entry includes Scripture references for further study. 

 
● Abba - A term of endearment referring to God, meaning “Father,” that demonstrates the 

speaker has an intimate, loving relationship with God. Jesus addresses God the Father in the 

garden of Gethsemane this way. See Mark 14:36. 
 

● Apostle - The name given to Jesus’ disciples to denote that they were “sent forth” as 

missionaries to the world in Jesus’ name. The apostles received Jesus’ teaching and were 

granted authority to perform miracles while they provided leadership to the early church.  

See Mark 3:16-19; 6:7, 30; Luke 6:13. 
 

● Battalion - A division of approximately 600 Roman soldiers, being 1/10 of a Roman legion. 

See Mark 15:16. 
 

● Best Seats in the Synagogue/Chief Seats - This phrase is part of a reproach from Jesus 

against the scribes and Pharisees. The chief seats in the synagogue were special seats set in 

front of the Ark of the Covenant which faced the congregation. These seats were reserved 

for those who were held in the highest honor within the congregation. See Matthew 23:6; 
Mark 12:39; Luke 11:43, 20:46. 
 

● Bread of the Presence - Twelve loaves of unleavened bread that were to be on constant 

display in the holy place of the sanctuary and replaced every Sabbath. They symbolized the 

covenant between God and His people, with an emphasis on His provision and sustenance. 

Only the priests were permitted to eat them. See Exodus 25:30; Leviticus 24:8; Mark 2:26. 
 

● Centurion - The commander of one hundred men within a Roman legion.  

See Mark 15:39, 44-45. 
 

● Corban - A sacrificial offering (a very general term for any kind of sacrifice). Anything 

dedicated to the temple could be declared “corban” and then technically belonged to the 

temple, but remained in the possession of the one who made the vow. See Mark 7:11. 
 

● Day of Preparation - The day before the Sabbath. It was against Jewish law to “work” on the 

Sabbath, so the day before the Sabbath was used to prepare ahead to avoid doing any work 

on the Sabbath Day. See Mark 15:42. 

 



 
● Decapolis - The name of the region occupied by a league of “ten cities.” The combination of 

these cities under Roman dominion promoted their common interests in trade and commerce 

and mutual protection. See Matthew 4:25; Mark 5:20; 7:31. 
 

● Denarius - A Roman silver coin which constituted the pay for a day’s labor and the annual 

temple tax. See Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26. 
 

● Disciple - A student of a rabbi or religious master/teacher. The student accepts the views of 

the teacher and puts those beliefs into action. This term is used to describe the followers of 

Jesus. See Matthew 9:14; 22:16; Mark 2:16; John 1:35; 4:1. 
○ The Twelve - In the Gospels, Jesus is depicted as having numerous disciples and 

followers, including women, but He specifically selected 12 men to form his inner 

circle. The Twelve were both disciples and apostles. See Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 
3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; Acts 1:13. 
 

● Elders - Forming the local tribunal and acting as a committee of management of the affairs of 

the Jewish synagogue, these men had the power to excommunicate. See Mark 7:3, 5; 8:31; 
11:27; 14:43, 53; 15:1; John 9:22; 12:42; 16:2. 
 

● Elect (The) - People chosen by God to be His followers and called to holiness and service.  

See Mark 13:22, 27. 
 

● Ephphatha - Aramaic for “Be opened!” See Isaiah 35:5; Mark 7:34. 
 

● Gospel - This word is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning “the story concerning 

God.” In the New Testament, the Greek word euaggelion means “good news.” It proclaims 

tidings of deliverance, often describing the record of the life of Jesus. See Mark 1:1; Acts 
20:24. 
 

● Hell - The place where the lost are assigned by God to eternal punishment of both body and 

soul. Jesus describes hell as involving unquenchable fire, a place where the worm does not 

die, and where those who suffer the ultimate punishment of separation from God experience 

extreme anguish with weeping and gnashing of teeth. See Matthew 8:12; 10:28; 18:8-9; Mark 
9:42-48. 
 

● Herodians - A group of people acting with the Pharisees in opposition to Jesus. They were 

not a religious sect, but a court or political party, supporters of the dynasty of Herod. They 

believed Jesus’ influence with the people was antagonistic to their interests. Jesus’ warning 

to His disciples to “beware of the leaven of Herod” was reference to the sneaky and harmful 

spirit of this party. See Matthew 22:16; Mark 3:6; 8:15; 12:13. 
 

 



● Kingdom of God (of Heaven) - God’s kingdom was established on earth in Jesus’ ministry 

and through His disciples, but it will not be fully realized until Christ comes back again.  

See Matthew 4:23; 13:11; Mark 1:15; 10:14-15; 12:34; 14:25; 15:43; Luke 8:1; 9:2. 
 

● Parable - A story that incorporates concrete and realistic images from the daily life of the 

audience in order to compare two objects together in a simile. Jesus used parables to reveal 

the spiritual truth of the Kingdom of God to His disciples while concealing it from the Jews 

who did not recognize Jesus as Messiah. See Mark 3:23; 4:10-13. 
 

● Passover - Occuring in spring, Passover is a Jewish holiday commemorating their deliverance 

from Egypt. Passover is observed with rituals and a meal to reactualize the night God’s 

destroyer spared the Israelites in Egypt. See Numbers 9:1-5; Joshua 5:10-11; 2 Kings 23:21-23; 
2 Chronicles 30; 35:1-19; Mark 14:1, 12-16. 

○ Feast (Festival) of Unleavened Bread - The single day of Passover was joined by a 

weeklong celebration known as the Festival of Unleavened Bread, where all males 

were required to make a pilgrimage to the sanctuary and offer the first-fruits of the 

barley harvest. See Leviticus 23:9-14; Mark 14:1, 12. 
 

● Pharisees - A religious and political group that were against Jesus’ teachings, mostly due to 

His different approach to the Sabbath observance and to ritual purity. See Mark 2:18; 2:24; 
7:1-5; 8:11-15; 10:2; 12:13. 

○ Scribes (of the Pharisees) - A Jewish man whose business was the study and 

knowledge of the Law. See Mark 2:16. 
○ Disciples of the Pharisees - A learner/scholar of the Pharisees’ teachings and laws. 

Also desired to put them into practice. See Mark 2:18. 
 

● Priest - The minister of sacred things who represented God to the people and vice versa. The 

priests were seen as holy and ministered before God by offering sacrifices. The priests in the 

New Testament followed the role assigned by Moses in the Old Covenant. The priests 

generally opposed Jesus’ ministry and played a role in His trial and crucifixion. See Exodus 28; 
29; Mark 14:53-65. 

○ Chief/High Priest - The leader of the Levitical clan that oversaw Israel's sacrificial 

system. This position was the holiest of positions, so those who held it wore more 

magnificent clothes than the other priests. In Jesus’ time, the high priest was the chief 

social and religious leader among the Jews, presiding over the Sanhedrin. The high 

priest interrogated Jesus about his status as the Messiah and proclaimed him guilty of 

blasphemy. See Exodus 28; 39; Mark 14:60-64. 
○ Servant of the High Priest - The servant served the High Priest.  Girls were included 

in this role. See Mark 14:47, 66. 
 

● Rabbi - Means “My Lord” or “My Master,” a title given to Jesus by His disciples. It is a term 

used by the Jews for their religious teachers of the Mosaic Law which communicates honor 

 



and respect. “Rabboni” is the Aramaic form of the title “Rabbi.” See Matthew 23:8; Mark 9:5; 
10:51; 11:21; 14:45; John 1:38; 20:16. 
 

● Sabbath - The seventh day of the week in which man is to cease and desist from all 

work/secular labors in order to keep a day holy to God and rest. The day is modeled after 

God’s resting on the seventh day of creation and observance is included in the Ten 

Commandments. See Exodus 16:23-30; 20:8-11; Mark 2:23-28. 
 

● Sadducees - The aristocracy of the Jewish priesthood that dominated the Sanhedrin in Jesus’ 

time. They didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead or in angels or spirits. See Mark 12:18; 
Acts 5:17; 23:8. 

 
● Sanhedrin - The highest Jewish council/tribunal of 71 members in Jerusalem and two 

separate lower tribunals consisting of 23 members. Each tried cases concerning Jewish laws. 

Sanhedrin means “court of justice.” The Sanhedrin contained members from the Sadducees 

and the Pharisees. Made up of “the high priest, all the chief priests, the elders and the 

teachers of the law,” they played a part in Jesus’ execution as well as the persecution of the 

early church. See Matthew 5:22; 10:17; Mark 13:9; 14:53-55; 15:1. 
○ Council (the Whole) - An assembly of advisers who belonged to the Sanhedrin. See 

Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50. 
 

● Satan/Beelzebub/Devil - The Hebrew word means “accuser,” “adversary” or “opponent.” 

Satan first appears in Genesis 3 as the serpent enticing humankind to sin. He is the ruler of 

the demons whom Jesus encounters in the wilderness. On judgment day, Satan will be cast 

into the lake of fire along with all of God’s enemies. See Mark 1:12-13; Revelation 20:14-15. 
○ Demons/Evil Spirits - Spirits associated with physical illness, madness and 

fortune-telling. Jesus shows his Lordship over Satan’s demons by casting them out. 

See Mark 1:23-26; 5:1-15. 
 

● Scriptures (The) - A term used in reference to the Old Testament. Jesus used the Scriptures 

from Moses through the prophets in order to explain everything about Himself as the 

anticipated Messiah. See Mark 12:10. 
 

● Synagogue - A place where a Jewish congregation meets, serving as both a religious and civic 

center for the Jewish community. It was one of the most important religious institutions of 

the Jews during Jesus’ time. See Mark 1:21-27; 5:22-43; Acts 13:43; 16:13. 
○ Rulers of the Synagogue - Leaders who were responsible for the physical upkeep of 

the building and the arrangements of worship in the Jewish synagogue. The ruler 

decided who was to be called upon to read from the Law and the Prophets and to 

preach in addition to maintaining order. See Mark 5:22, 35; Luke 13:14; Acts 13:15; 
18:8, 17.  

 



○ The Servants - Individuals who kept the synagogue clean and paid attention to the 

building’s lighting. The servants also delivered punishments to synagogue members. 

See Matthew 10:17; Mark 13:9. 
 

● Syrophoenician (or Gentile) - A person of Canannanite descent, a native of the Phoenician 

seaboard. See Mark 7:26. 
 

● Tax Collectors (Publicans) - People employed within the Roman Empire to collect taxes in 

the provinces. Tax collectors often collected more than the required tax from the people to 

keep as their compensation for their position. They were despised by the Jews for being 

greedy and were seen as traitors since they worked for the Romans. Tax collectors were 

associated with Gentiles and sinners. Jesus was criticized by the Jewish leaders for 

welcoming tax collectors, including calling one as His disciple-- Matthew.  

See Matthew 5:46-47; 11:19; 21:32; Mark 2:13-17. 
 

● Temple - The sacred house of the God of Israel. It was the visible presence of God and 

embodied the political and religious aspirations of the people. The first temple was built by 

Solomon but destroyed during the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Solomon’s temple 

was rebuilt by the Jews who returned from exile under the decree of the Persian king Darius. 

Later Herod the Great rebuilt the temple, where it became the religious and political center 

of the city of Jerusalem. Herod’s temple was destroyed in AD 70. See 2 Chronicles 36; Ezra 
6:1-5; Mark 11:15-17. 

 
● Transfiguration - The transformed appearance of Jesus on a mountain in front of three 

disciples in which His inward, hidden glory became visible. See Matthew 16:28-17:9; Mark 
9:1-10; Luke 9:27-36; 2 Peter 1:16-18. 

 

 

Compiled by Heidi Lenzo for Dayton Women in the Word. 
Sources: The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Vol. 1-5); The Lexham Bible Dictionary; The 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary; ESV Study Bible 

 



THE TWELVE DISCIPLES OF JESUS 
 

Jesus called twelve men to become his disciples, adherent learners of His teachings and devout 

believers in His ministry. “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). These 

disciples, forming Jesus’ most inner circle during His ministry on earth, were sent out to represent 

Jesus by proclaiming “the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” healing the sick, raising the dead, cleansing 

lepers and casting out demons. (Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:13-19) They are also referred to as the 

Twelve Apostles. 
 

Disciple  Background  Later Ministry and Death  Scripture References 

Simon (Peter), 
son of John 

Fisherman; brother of Andrew; 
from Bethsaida; denied Jesus 
three times (Mark 14:26-31, 
66-72); leader of the early 
church, writer of 1-2 Peter and 
is the likely source for Mark’s 
Gospel 

Ministered in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Betania, Italy, 
Asia and Rome; 
AD 64 Crucified upside-down 
by Nero 

Mark 1:16-18; 3:16 
Matthew 10:2 
Luke 6:14 
John 1:40-42 
Acts 1:13 

James, son of 
Zebedee 
(James the 
Great) 

Fisherman; brother of John; 
nicknamed Boanerges (“Sons of 
Thunder”) 

Ministered in Spain; 
AD 44 Killed by the sword by 
Herod Agrippa 

Mark 1:19-20; 3:17 
Matthew 10:2 
Luke 6:14 
John 21:2 
Acts 1:13 

John, son of 
Zebedee 

Fisherman; brother of James; 
nicknamed Boanerges (“Sons of 
Thunder”), writer of the Gospel 
of John, 1-3 John and 
Revelation, thought to be “the 
disciple whom Jesus loved” 

Ministered in Ephesus; Exiled 
to the island of Patmos for a 
time. Scholars disagree with 
the timeline of his death and 
whether or not he died a 
martyr or lived a long life 

Mark 1:19-20; 3:17 
Matthew 10:2 
Luke 6:14 
John 21:2 
Acts 1:13 

Andrew  Fisherman; brother of Simon 
(Peter); from Bethsaida 

Ministered to the  Scythians 
and Thracians; Crucified 
suspended on an x-shaped 
olive tree at Patrae 

Mark 1:16-18; 3:18 
Matthew 10:2 
Luke 6:14 
John 1:40-42 
Acts 1:13 

Philip  From Bethsaida  Ministered in Phrygia; 
Crucified with his head 
downward in Hierapolis 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:3 
Luke 6:14 
John 1:43-46 
Acts 1:13 

Bartholomew  Likely who is referred to as 
Nathanael of Cana in the Gospel 
of John (John 1:45-51; 21:2) 

Ministered in Armenia; 
Scholars differ on this death 
with some saying he was 
flayed alive and then crucified 
with his head downward 
while others say he was 
beheaded 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:3 
Luke 6:14 
(John 1:45-51; 21:2) 
Acts 1:13 

 



Matthew (Levi)  Tax Collector, writer of the 
Gospel of Matthew 

Ministered in Ethiopia; 
thought to have died at 
Hierees, a town of Parthia, 
but scholars disagree with 
how he was tortured 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:3 
Luke 6:15 
Acts 1:13 

Thomas (the 
Twin), also 
called 
“Didymus” 

Known as the Doubter when 
Jesus returned  

Ministered to the Parthians, 
Medes, Persians, Hyrcanians, 
Bactrians, Margians, and in 
India; Scholars believe he was 
martyred in India 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:3 
Luke 6:15 
John 11:16; 21:2 
Acts 1:13; 20:24-29 

James, son of 
Alphaeus 
(James, the 
Less) 

Not much is known  Ministered in Jerusalem; 
Martyred by being thrown 
from the roof of the temple in 
Jerusalem and stoned to 
death by the Jews 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:3 
Luke 6:15 
Acts 1:13 

Thaddaeus 
(Judas/Jude, 
son of James; 
not Iscariot) 

A Hebrew  Ministered in Armenia; 
Scholars believe he was 
martyred in Syria with Simon 
the Zealot by a saw or axe 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:3 
Luke 6:16 
John 14:22 
Acts 1:13 

Simon the 
Cananaean 
(The Zealot) 

A zealous revolutionary 
advocate 

Ministered in North Africa; 
Martyred by being cut in half 
with a saw in Persia 

Mark 3:18 
Matthew 10:4 
Luke 6:15 
Acts 1:13 

Judas Iscariot, 
son of Simon 
Iscariot 

Betrayer/traitor of Jesus; guide 
to those who arrested Jesus; the 
treasurer of Jesus’ inner circle 

Judas purchased a potter’s 
field (“The Field of Blood”) 
with the ill-gotten 30 pieces 
of silver and hung himself on 
it 

Mark 3:19 
Matthew 10:4; 27:3-10 
Luke 6:16 
John 6:71 
Acts 1:16-20 

***Matthias  Replaced Judas Iscariot as the 
12th Disciple; fulfilling prophecy 
of Psalms 69:25 and 109:8 

Ministered in Jerusalem; 
thought to have fallen asleep 
in Jerusalem 

Acts 1:12-26 

 

Compiled by Heidi Lenzo for Dayton Women in the Word. 
Sources: The Lexham Bible Dictionary, ESV Study Bible, The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary, New Advent 

 



5 BC AD 1 AD 5 AD 10 AD 15 AD 20 AD 25 AD 30 AD 3510 BC

Circa 5 BC – AD 30   Life of Jesus

Circa 6 BC  Birth of John the Baptist

5 BC  Birth of Jesus

 AD 27– AD 30  
Jesus’ Ministry

Jesus Calls His 12 Disciples  AD 27 

John the Baptist Beheaded  AD 29 

John the Baptist Preaches & Baptizes Jesus  AD 26

Jesus Feeds the 5,000  AD 29 

Jesus’ Transfiguration  AD 29 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry  AD 30 

Jesus’ Betrayal, Trial & Crucifixion AD 30 

Jesus’ Resurrection AD 30 

Mattias Replaces Judas as the 12th Disciple AD 30 

Jesus’ & His Disciples Have Last Supper AD 30 

Sources: Logos Software, Bible Hub

TIMELINE OF MARK

The life and ministry of Jesus recorded in the Gospels are thought to have occurred between 5 BC and AD 30 (“early” estimate), while some scholars 
record Jesus’  life and ministry ending in 33 AD (“late” estimate). This timeline depicts the “early” estimates of events in Mark.

(Luke 2)

(Mark 1)

(Mark 1)

(Mark 6)

(Mark 9)

(Mark 11)

(Mark 14)

(Mark 16)

(Mark 14-15)

(Acts 1)

(Mark 6)

(Luke 1)
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under NEHEMIAH
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BABYLON
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EZEKIEL (593-571)
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ISAIAH (740-681)
MICAH (750-686)

JEREMIAH (626-585)
OBADIAH (605-585)

ELIJAH (875-848)
ELISHA (848-797)

JONAH (785-775)
HOSEA (750-715)

EXILE TO 
ASSYRIA
(722)

REHOBOAM (reign 930-913) JEROBOAM I (reign 930-909)

MOSES (c. 1525 - 1405)
JOSHUA

SAUL (reign 1050-1010)
DAVID (reign 1010-970)

SOLOMON (reign 970-930)

THE FALL
THE FLOOD
BABEL

START OF OLD TESTAMENT PERIOD

ABRAHAM (c. 2165-1990)
ISAAC (c. 2065-1885)

JACOB (c. 2000-1860)
JOSEPH (c. 1910-1800)

THE EXODUS (c. 1450)
THE LAW
THE PROMISED LAND
THE JUDGES (c. 1380-1050)

THE TEMPLE (966)

ADAM &  EVE

JERUSALEM DESTROYED

CREATION

END OF OLD TESTAMENT PERIOD

START OF NEW TESTAMENT PERIOD

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS (432-5 BC)

JESUS BORN (5 BC)

JESUS BEGINS PUBLIC MINISTRY (26 AD) JOHN THE BAPTIST

JESUS’ DEATH, RESURRECTION + ASCENSION (30)

PENTECOST (30)
PAUL CONVERTED (35)

1st MISSIONARY JOURNEY (46-48)
2nd MISSIONARY JOURNEY (50-52)
3rd MISSIONARY JOURNEY (53-57)

PAUL IMPRISONED IN ROME (59-61)

END OF NEW TESTAMENT PERIOD

JAMES MARTYRED + PETER IMPRISONED (44)
JERUSALEM COUNCIL (49-50)

JOHN EXILED ON PATMOS (90-95)
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LOCATIONS MENTIONED IN MARK 
 

The geographic locations mentioned throughout the Gospel of Mark can be found on one or 
more of the corresponding maps. (ESV, BLB and/or Logos) 

 

1. Country of Judea 1:5; 3:7; 10:1 (region of); 13:14 (ESV and BLB maps) 

2. All Jerusalem 1:5; 3:8; 10:32; 10:33; 11:1; 11:11; 11:15; 11:27; 15:41 (ESV and BLB 

maps) 

3. River Jordan 1:5; 3:8 (beyond); 10:1 (beyond) (ESV and BLB maps) 

4. Nazareth of Galilee 1:9 (ESV and BLB maps) 

5. Galilee 1:14; 1:39 (all Galilee); 3:7; 6:21 (of Galilee); 9:30; 14:28; 14:70 (a Galilean); 

15:41; 16:7 (ESV and BLB maps) 

6. Sea of Galilee 1:16; 7:31 (ESV and BLB maps) 

7. Capernaum 1:21; 2:1; 9:33 (ESV and BLB maps) 

8. Idumea 3:8 (ESV and BLB maps) 

9. Tyre 3:8; 7:24; 7:31 (ESV and BLB maps) 

10. Sidon 3:8; 7:24; 7:31 (Logos and BLB maps) 

11. Country of the Gerasenes 5:1 (ESV and BLB maps) 

12. Decapolis 5:20; 7:31 (ESV and BLB maps) 

13. Bethsaida 6:45; 8:22 (ESV and BLB maps) 

14. Gennesaret 6:53 (ESV and BLB maps) 

15. Syrophoenician 7:26 (Logos and BLB maps) (means a Gentile resident of Tyre, Sidon 

or Syria) 

16. Dalmanutha (district of) 8:10 (ESV and BLB maps) (also listed on maps as Magadan 

or Magdala) 

17. Villages of Caesarea Philippi 8:27 (ESV and BLB maps) 

18. Jericho 10:46; 10:46 (ESV and BLB maps) 

19. Bethphage 11:1 (Logos map) 

20. Bethany 11:1; 11:11; 11:12; 14:3 (Logos and BLB maps) 

21. Mount of Olives 11:1; 13:3; 14:26 (Logos and BLB maps) 

22. Gethsemane 14:32 (Logos and BLB maps) 

23. Golgotha 15:22 (BLB map) (Means “Place of a Skull”) (West of Jerusalem) 

 

Compiled by Heidi Lenzo for Dayton Women in the Word. 
Sources: ESV Study Bible, Blue Letter Bible, Logos Software 
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LOGOS MAPS 
Biblical World- Life of Jesus: 

 
Jesus’ Last Trip to Jerusalem, Up to the Triumphal Entry: 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 1 
Introduction and Context 

 
1. Share your name, your God-given roles, and what you are hoping to learn in Mark this summer.  

 

 

2. If you’ve read through Mark at all yet, what are your first impressions? 

 

 

3. Work together in your groups to answer the following context questions.  

For help, look in the introduction section right before Mark in a study Bible, or google, “ESV Study Bible Intro 
Mark” to find the ESV introductory material online.  
 

○ Who wrote Mark? 

 

○ When was Mark written? 

 

○ To whom was Mark written? 

 

○ In what style was Mark written? 

 

○ Why was Mark written? 

 

4. Where does Mark fall in the metanarrative (big story) of the Bible?  

 

CREATION FALL REDEMPTION RESTORATION 

 

5. What are some central themes in Mark? 

 

 

6. Please answer the following questions, which will be asked again at the end of our study. 

 

● Who is Jesus? 
 

 

● The first verse of Mark points us to the Good News of God sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to 

redeem sinners: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The Gospel of 

Mark tells the story of what God has done for us, providing hope of our salvation through 

Jesus the Messiah. How have you seen the Good News in your own life? 
 

 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 2 
Mark 1-2: The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry 

 
1. What did you take note of in your first week of study as you practiced Annotation?  

 

 

 

 

2. How was John the Baptist fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies in Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3?  

 

 

 

 

3. Why did Jesus need to be baptized? 

 

 

 

 

4. What happened immediately after Jesus’ baptism? Have you ever experienced temptation, and 

how did God help you overcome it? 

 

 

 

 

5. From Mark 1, what single verse could be used to summarize the driving force behind Jesus’ 

ministry? What is the driving force in your own life? What is one way that you can ask God to bring 

your life more in line with His mission? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Mark creates a sense of urgency by repeatedly using the word “immediately” throughout the 

Gospel of Mark. Mark tells us that when Jesus called His disciples they immediately began following 

Him. What makes us hesitate to be obedient to Jesus’ call for us to follow Him? 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Jesus’ ministry included many healings as He traveled throughout the region. List all the healings 

Mark has described thus far. How did the onlookers react to Jesus’ miracles of healing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. In chapters 1&2, Jesus calls 5 disciples: Simon, Andrew, James, John, and Levi. What do you notice 

about these men? What does this tell you about how God views people?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Why is it significant that, “the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27)? 

What role does Sabbath currently play in your life, and how does this passage change or inform your 

view of the Sabbath?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 3 
 Mark 3-5: Healings and Parables 

 
1. What Cross Reference was most helpful to you during your study this week? 

 

 

 

2. What assignment did Jesus give to the twelve He called into discipleship? 

 

 

 

3. Who does Jesus say are His brother and sister and mother? Are you a sister to Christ? How is God 

calling you to do His will this week? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why did Jesus speak to the crowds in parables, but to His own disciples He explained everything 

privately? 

 

 

 

5. Pick one of the parables in this week’s reading and explain its meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Whether it’s your first or one-hundredth time reading the story of Jesus calming the storm, what 

stands out to you as you read it? When you are in a “storm” of life, what is your first reaction? How will 

you ask God to increase your faith and decrease your fear as you weather the storms of life?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. In the account of the healing of two women - Jairus’ daughter and the woman with the 12-year 

discharge - what characteristics of Jesus do you see? How have you seen Him show these same traits 

to you, and how will you praise Him today for it?  

 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 4 
Mark 6-8: Miracles and Teachings 

 
1. What did you learn while Comparing Translations this week? GIve an example. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did the people of Jesus’ hometown take offense at Him and what was the result? How is Jesus 

offensive today, and what are the results? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What happens in the story of Herod and John the Baptist? What warning do we receive from 

Herod’s actions for our current circumstances? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Jesus’ response to the disciples after they return to Him (Mark 6:30)? What does this tell 

you about God’s design for our lives? How can God help us find the balance between 6:31 and 6:34? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. When Jesus was challenged by the Pharisees about handwashing traditions, what did He mean by 

His critique on the tradition of offering Corban? In what ways do people today hold to the “traditions 

of men” over and above the “commandment of God”? In what area or practice in your life is the Lord 

challenging your thinking through this passage (Mark 7:1-13)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. While out ministering, Jesus fed a crowd of 5,000 followers and another crowd of 4,000 followers. 

Jesus saw the people “like sheep without a shepherd” (Mark 6:34). How do these miracles show us 

who Jesus is to His followers? (See Genesis 48:15, Numbers 27:17, Psalm 23:1-4, and Isaiah 40:11.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. In Mark 8:14-21, we see that the disciples are still lacking understanding of the power and person 

of Jesus, whom they just witnessed perform His second miraculous feeding of the masses. How do 

we so often do the same? How do we combat our tendency to forget the power and person of Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What rebuke and warning does Jesus give to Peter and the crowd in 8:33-38? What challenges you 

personally from Jesus’ words here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 5 
Mark 9-10: Transfiguration and Foretelling 

 

1. Share a word that you studied this week while Looking Up Definitions that brought you a 

richer understanding of the Scriptures. 

 

 

2. What do we learn about who Jesus is during His transfiguration on the mountain? What is 

the significance of Moses and Elijah appearing with Him (see Matthew 5:17)? 

 

 

 

3. Who is Jesus referring to when He tells the three apostles with Him, “that Elijah has come” 

(Mark 9:13a)? 

 

 

 

4. Give a brief summary of Mark 9:14-29. Who are the main characters in this story, and with 

whom do you most identify? Is there a circumstance are you facing right now through which 

you might ask God to grow your faith? 

 

 

 

5. What did Jesus mean when he shared that the last shall be first and the first shall be last? 

(See Mark 9:35, 10:43-45) What is one way that you can practice being “last of all and 

servant of all” this week? 

 

 

6. What does Jesus say to do about those things that cause us to sin? What sin in your life 

right now does this apply to? 

 

 

7. What does Jesus mean when He says to “have salt in yourselves” (Mark 9:50)? How are 

you living as salt in your sphere of influence? 

 

 

 

8. What stands out to you in the story of the rich man in Mark 10:17-31?  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 6 
Mark 11-13: Jesus’ Authority Challenged 

 

1. How did you find Outlining Mark 11-13 helpful during your study this week? 

 

 

2. Read Zechariah 9:9 with Mark 11:1-11. How does the fulfillment of prophecy within 

Scripture encourage you concerning other promises made in the Bible that are yet 

unfulfilled? 

 

 

3. What warning do you receive from Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree in Mark 11:12-14? 

 

 

4. In light of God’s sovereign plans, what did Jesus mean in Mark 11:22-24?  

 

 

 

5. What is meaning of the parable of the tenants in Mark 12:1-12? 

 

 

 

6. What charge does Jesus make against the Jewish leaders in Mark 12:24? What can you do 

to combat falling into the same error? 

 

 

7. Where else in Scripture do we see the commandments listed in Mark 12:28-34?  

 

 

 

8. What lesson do you learn from the story of the widow’s offering in Mark 12:41-44? In 

what ways is God calling you to be more like the widow?  

 

 

 

9. What imperatives (commands) does Jesus give in Mark 13? Which of these is the most 

difficult for you to obey? How will you ask God to grow and strengthen you in these areas?  

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 7 
Mark 14-15: Obedience Unto Death 

 

1. Split into pairs and read your Paraphrase of Mark 15:21-41 to your partner.  

 

2. What encourages and/or challenges you from the story of the woman anointing Jesus with 

costly nard in Mark 14:1-9?  

 

 

3. How do we see Jesus’ humanity in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42)? How does this 

encourage or challenge you?  

 

 

4. What instruction does Jesus give to Peter, James, and John in Gethsemane? What do they 

do? How will you ask God to help you obey Jesus’ instruction to, “watch and pray that you 

might not fall into temptation” (Mark 14:38a)? 

 

 

5. What warnings as followers of Jesus can we heed from the account of Judas (Mark 

14:10-21, 43-50) and the story of Peter’s three denials (Mark 14:66-72)? 

 

 

 

7. Write down your thoughts and emotions as you read the account of Jesus’ trial and 

crucifixion  (Mark 14:53-15:41). What causes you to praise and thank Jesus as you read it? 

 

 

 

8. What was the purpose of the temple curtain (see Exodus 26:31-33, Hebrews 9:1-8)? Why 

is it significant that it tore from top to bottom when Jesus died (Mark 15:38, Hebrews 

10:19-20, and any other passages you know)?  

 

 

 

9. In Mark 15:43, we read that Joseph, a member of the Jewish council, took courage and 

asked for the body of Jesus. What wisdom can we glean from this story (Mark 15:42-46)?  

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - SESSION 8 
Mark 16 & Conclusion, Sharing, and Review: The Resurrection and Ascension  

 

1. What was one thing you learned when reading commentary on Mark? 

 

 

 

2. Did you use any other study tools this week? Which tools were your favorite (or least 

favorite!) to use this summer? Share any insights with your group. 

 

 

3. What do the three women find when they go to the tomb to anoint Jesus with spices?  

 

 

4. How does Mark 16:6 fulfill numerous statements made by Jesus throughout Mark? 

 

 

5. The Gospel of Mark concludes with Jesus’ charge to the disciples to, “go into all the world 

and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). After our study, how are you 

encouraged to go forth and boldly proclaim the gospel to those in your sphere of influence?  

 

 

 

6. What aspects of God’s character have become clear to you as you’ve studied Mark? How is 

this deeper understanding of God helping you move toward repentance and experience 

stronger faith? 

 

 

7. How has studying Mark deepened your faith in Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

8. Having spent the summer studying the work and person of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark, 

have your answers to the following questions changed from Session 1? Share below. 

● Who is Jesus?  
 

 

● How have you seen the Good News in your own life? 
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Mark 1 
1  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2  As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

     who will prepare your way, 

3  the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

     ‘Prepare   the way of the Lord, 

     make his paths straight,’” 

4  John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins.  5  And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 

out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

6  Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 

ate locusts and wild honey.  7  And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 

mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  

8  I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

1 
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9  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan.  10  And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  11  And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

12  The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  13  And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and 

the angels were ministering to him. 

14  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God,  15  and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;   repent 

and believe in the gospel.” 

16  Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 

Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.  17  And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18  And immediately they left 

their nets and followed him.  19  And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of 

2 
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Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets.  20  And 

immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 

servants and followed him. 

21  And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the 

synagogue and was teaching.  22  And they were astonished at his teaching, for he 

taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.  23  And immediately there 

was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24  “What have 

you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 

are—the Holy One of God.”  25  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out 

of him!”  26  And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, 

came out of him.  27  And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among 

themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even 

the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”  28  And at once his fame spread everywhere 

throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 

3 
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29  And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 

with James and John.  30  Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and 

immediately they told him about her.  31  And he came and took her by the hand and 

lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

32  That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by 

demons.  33  And the whole city was gathered together at the door.  34  And he healed 

many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would 

not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

35  And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out 

to a desolate place, and there he prayed.  36  And Simon and those who were with him 

searched for him,  37  and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 

38  And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, 

for that is why I came out.”  39  And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their 

synagogues and casting out demons. 

4 
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40  And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you 

can make me clean.”  41  Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him 

and said to him, “I will; be clean.”  42  And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was 

made clean.  43  And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once,  44  and said 

to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and 

offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”  45  But he went 

out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no 

longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to 

him from every quarter. 

 

 

 

 

5 
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Mark 2  

1   And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at 

home.  2  And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even 

at the door. And he was preaching the word to them.  3  And they came, bringing to him 

a paralytic carried by four men.  4  And when they could not get near him because of the 

crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they 

let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.  5  And when Jesus saw their faith, he said 

to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6  Now some of the scribes were sitting 

there, questioning in their hearts,  7  “Why does this man speak like that? He is 

blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  8  And immediately Jesus, 

perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why 

do you question these things in your hearts?  9  Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 

‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’?  10  But that you 

may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 

6 
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paralytic—  11  “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”  12  And he rose and 

immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all 

amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 

13  He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was 

teaching them.  14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the 

tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

15  And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were 

reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16  And the 

scribes of [ a ]  the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax 

collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  

17  And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

18  Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said to 

him, “Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your 
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disciples do not fast?”  19  And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while 

the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they 

cannot fast.  20  The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and 

then they will fast in that day.  21  No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old 

garment. If he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse 

tear is made.  22  And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will 

burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for 

fresh wineskins.” 

23  One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his 

disciples began to pluck heads of grain.  24  And the Pharisees were saying to him, 

“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”  25  And he said to them, 

“Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and 

those who were with him:  26  how he entered the house of God, in the time of   Abiathar 

the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the 
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priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?”  27  And he said to them, 

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  28  So the Son of Man is 

lord even of the Sabbath.” 
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Mark 3  

1   Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. 2  And 

they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they 

might accuse him.  3  And he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come here.”  

4  And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save 

life or to kill?” But they were silent.  5  And he looked around at them with anger, grieved 

at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it 

out, and his hand was restored.  6  The Pharisees went out and immediately held 

counsel with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 

7  Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from Galilee 

and Judea  8  and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and from around 

Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him.  

9  And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, lest they 

crush him,  10  for he had healed many, so that all who had diseases pressed around him 
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to touch him.  11  And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him 

and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12  And he strictly ordered them not to make 

him known. 

13  And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they 

came to him.  14  And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they 

might be with him and he might send them out to preach  15  and have authority to cast 

out demons.  16  He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);  

17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the 

name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18  Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 

and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot,  19  and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

20  Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 

21  And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is 

out of his mind.” 
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22  And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 

Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.”  23  And he called 

them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24  If a 

kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  25  And if a house is 

divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  26  And if Satan has risen up 

against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end.  27  But no one 

can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 

man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

28  “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever 

blasphemies they utter,  29  but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 

forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—  30  for they were saying, “He has an 

unclean spirit.” 

31  And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and 

called him.  32  And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother 
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and your brothers are outside, seeking you.”  33  And he answered them, “Who are my 

mother and my brothers?”  34  And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, 

“Here are my mother and my brothers!  35  For whoever does the will of God, he is my 

brother and sister and mother.” 
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Mark 4  

1   Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, 

so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the 

sea on the land.  2  And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his 

teaching he said to them:  3  “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4  And as he 

sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it.  5  Other 

seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang 

up, since it had no depth of soil.  6  And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it 

had no root, it withered away.  7  Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8  And other seeds fell into good soil and 

produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 

hundredfold.”  9  And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
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10  And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the 

parables.  11  And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of 

God, but for those outside everything is in parables,  12  so that 

“‘they may indeed see but not perceive, 

     and may indeed hear but not understand, 

lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” 

13  And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you 

understand all the parables?  14  The sower sows the word.  15  And these are the ones 

along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 

takes away the word that is sown in them.  16  And these are the ones sown on rocky 

ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy.  17  And 

they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or 

persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.  18  And others 

are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,  19  but the cares 

of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in 
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and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.  20  But those that were sown on the good 

soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold 

and a hundredfold.” 

21  And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, 

and not on a stand?  22  For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is 

anything secret except to come to light.  23  If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

24  And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it 

will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you.  25  For to the one who has, 

more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away.” 

26  And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 

27  He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not 

how.  28  The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
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the ear.  29  But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest 

has come.” 

30  And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall 

we use for it?  31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is 

the smallest of all the seeds on earth,  32  yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 

larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air 

can make nests in its shade.” 

33  With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it.  

34  He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 

explained everything. 

35  On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other 

side.”  36  And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 

And other boats were with him.  37  And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 

breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling.  38  But he was in the stern, 
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asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care 

that we are perishing?”  39  And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 

“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.  40  He said to them, 

“Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”  41  And they were filled with great fear 

and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
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Mark 5  English Standard Version (ESV) 

1   They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.  2  And when 

Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man 

with an unclean spirit.  3  He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him 

anymore, not even with a chain,  4  for he had often been bound with shackles and 

chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one 

had the strength to subdue him.  5  Night and day among the tombs and on the 

mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones.  6  And when he 

saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him.  7  And crying out with a loud 

voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

adjure you by God, do not torment me.”  8  For he was saying to him, “Come out of the 

man, you unclean spirit!”  9  And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My 

name is Legion, for we are many.”  10  And he begged him earnestly not to send them 

out of the country.  11  Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside,  12  and 
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they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.”  13  So he gave them 

permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, 

numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned 

in the sea. 

14  The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see 

what it was that had happened.  15  And they came to Jesus and saw the 

demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in 

his right mind, and they were afraid.  16  And those who had seen it described to them 

what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs.  17  And they began 

to beg Jesus to depart from their region.  18  As he was getting into the boat, the man 

who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him.  19  And 

he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how 

much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”  20  And he went 
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away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and 

everyone marveled. 

21  And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd 

gathered about him, and he was beside the sea.  22  Then came one of the rulers of the 

synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet  23  and implored him 

earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands 

on her, so that she may be made well and live.”  24  And he went with him. 

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him.  25  And there was a woman 

who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years,  26  and who had suffered much 

under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather 

grew worse.  27  She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the 

crowd and touched his garment.  28  For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be 

made well.”  29  And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that 

she was healed of her disease.  30  And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone 
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out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my 

garments?”  31  And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, 

and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’”  32  And he looked around to see who had done it. 

33  But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and 

fell down before him and told him the whole truth.  34  And he said to her, “Daughter, 

your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

35  While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your 

daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”  36  But overhearing [ e ] what they 

said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”  37  And he 

allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 

38  They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus [ f ]  saw a 

commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39  And when he had entered, he said to 

them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but 

sleeping.”  40  And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's 
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father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was.  

41  Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say 

to you, arise.”  42  And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve 

years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.  43  And he strictly 

charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to 

eat. 
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Mark 6  

1   He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 

2  And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 

were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom 

given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands?  3  Is not this the 

carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? 

And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.  4  And Jesus said to 

them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives 

and in his own household.”  5  And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid 

his hands on a few sick people and healed them.  6  And he marveled because of their 

unbelief. 

And he went about among the villages teaching. 

7  And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits.  8  He charged them to take nothing for their journey 
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except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts—  9  but to wear sandals and 

not put on two tunics.  10  And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there 

until you depart from there.  11  And if any place will not receive you and they will not 

listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony 

against them.”  12  So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent.  13  And 

they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed 

them. 

14  King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the 

Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at 

work in him.”  15  But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like 

one of the prophets of old.”  16  But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 

beheaded, has been raised.”  17  For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and 

bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had 

married her.  18  For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
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brother's wife.”  19  And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to 

death. But she could not,  20  for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 

and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, 

and yet he heard him gladly. 

21  But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles 

and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee.  22  For when Herodias's 

daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to 

the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23  And he vowed to 

her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.”  24  And she went 

out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John 

the Baptist.”  25  And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, 

“I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  26  And the 

king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to 

break his word to her. 27  And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to 
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bring John's   head. He went and beheaded him in the prison  28  and brought his head on 

a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.  29  When his disciples 

heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

30  The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31  And 

he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For 

many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32  And they went 

away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves.  33  Now many saw them going and 

recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 

them.  34  When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many 

things.  35  And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate 

place, and the hour is now late. 36  Send them away to go into the surrounding 

countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”  37  But he answered 

them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy 
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two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?”  38  And he said to them, 

“How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they 

said, “Five, and two fish.”  39  Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the 

green grass.  40  So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.  41  And taking 

the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the 

two fish among them all.  42  And they all ate and were satisfied. 43  And they took up 

twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish.  44  And those who ate the loaves 

were five thousand men. 

45  Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other 

side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  46  And after he had taken leave of 

them, he went up on the mountain to pray.  47  And when evening came, the boat was 

out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.  48  And he saw that they were making 

headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the 
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night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them,  49  but when 

they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out,  50  for they 

all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; 

it is I. Do not be afraid.”  51  And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. 

And they were utterly astounded,  52  for they did not understand about the loaves, but 

their hearts were hardened. 

53  When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the 

shore.  54  And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him  55 

and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to 

wherever they heard he was.  56  And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 

countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might 

touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 
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Mark 7  

1  Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come 

from Jerusalem,  2  they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, 

that is, unwashed.  3  (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash 

their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders,  4  and when they come from 

the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions 

that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and 

dining couches.)  5  And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 

disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 

6  And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, 

     but their heart is far from me; 

7  in vain do they worship me, 

     teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

8  You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 
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9  And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in 

order to establish your tradition!  10  For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 

mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’  11  But you say, ‘If a 

man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is 

Corban”’ (that is, given to God)—  12  then you no longer permit him to do anything for 

his father or mother,  13  thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you 

have handed down. And many such things you do.” 

14  And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and 

understand:  15  There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, 

but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.”   17  And when he had 

entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable.  

18  And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that 

whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19  since it enters not his 

heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.)  20  And he 
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said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him.  21  For from within, out of the 

heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,  22  coveting, 

wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  23  All these evil things 

come from within, and they defile a person.” 

24  And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he 

entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25  But 

immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and 

came and fell down at his feet.  26  Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by 

birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.  27  And he said to her, 

“Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's bread and throw it 

to the dogs.”  28  But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table 

eat the children's crumbs.”  29  And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your 

way; the demon has left your daughter.”  30  And she went home and found the child 

lying in bed and the demon gone. 
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31  Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of 

Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis.  32  And they brought to him a man who was deaf 

and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33  And 

taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after 

spitting touched his tongue.  34  And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”  35  And his ears were opened, his tongue was 

released, and he spoke plainly.  36  And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more 

he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.  37  And they were astonished 

beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear 

and the mute speak.” 
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Mark 8  
1  In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, 

he called his disciples to him and said to them,  2  “I have compassion on the crowd, 

because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3  And if I 

send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them 

have come from far away.”  4  And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these 

people with bread here in this desolate place?”  5  And he asked them, “How many 

loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.”  6  And he directed the crowd to sit down on 

the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and 

gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the 

crowd.  7  And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these 

also should be set before them.  8  And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the 

broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.  9  And there were about four thousand 
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people. And he sent them away.  10  And immediately he got into the boat with his 

disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 

11  The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from 

heaven to test him.  12  And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this 

generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.”  

13  And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 

14  Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the 

boat.  15  And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”  16  And they began discussing with one another the 

fact that they had no bread.  17  And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you 

discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? 

Are your hearts hardened?  18  Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not 

hear? And do you not remember?  19  When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, 

how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 
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20  “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did 

you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.”  21  And he said to them, “Do you not yet 

understand?” 

22  And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and 

begged him to touch him.  23  And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of 

the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, 

“Do you see anything?”  24  And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like 

trees, walking.”  25  Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his 

eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26  And he sent him to his 

home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 

27  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  28  And they told him, 

“John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29  And he 
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asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 

Christ.”  30  And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

31  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after 

three days rise again.  32  And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began 

to rebuke him.  33  But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 

things of man.” 

34  And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35  For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 

gospel's will save it.  36  For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit 

his soul?  37  For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38  For whoever is ashamed 
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of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of 

Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
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Mark 9  

1  And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” 

2  And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them,  3  and his clothes 

became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4  And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5  And Peter said 

to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and 

one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  6  For he did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified.  7  And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is 

my beloved Son; listen to him.”  8  And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw 

anyone with them but Jesus only. 

9  And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what 

they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  10  So they kept the matter 
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to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. 11  And they 

asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” 12  And he said to 

them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it written of the Son of 

Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt?  13  But I tell you 

that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of 

him.” 

14  And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and 

scribes arguing with them.  15  And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were 

greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him.  16  And he asked them, “What are 

you arguing about with them?”  17  And someone from the crowd answered him, 

“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute.  18  And 

whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and 

becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.”  19  And 

he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long 
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am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.”  20  And they brought the boy to him. And when 

the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and 

rolled about, foaming at the mouth.  21  And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this 

been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood.  22  And it has often cast him 

into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on 

us and help us.”  23  And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one 

who believes.”  24  Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help 

my unbelief!”  25  And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked 

the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of 

him and never enter him again.”  26  And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it 

came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.”  

27  But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.  28  And when he had 

entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”  

29  And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 
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30  They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to 

know,  31  for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to 

be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after 

three days he will rise.”  32  But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to 

ask him. 

33  And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What 

were you discussing on the way?”  34  But they kept silent, for on the way they had 

argued with one another about who was the greatest.  35  And he sat down and called 

the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 

servant of all.”  36  And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him 

in his arms, he said to them,  37  “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 

me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

38  John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”  39  But Jesus said, “Do not stop 
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him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me.  40  For the one who is not against us is for us. 41  For truly, I say to you, 

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no 

means lose his reward. 

42  “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better 

for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 

43  And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 

than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45  And if your foot causes 

you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 

into hell.  47  And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the 

kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,  48  ‘where their 

worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  49  For everyone will be salted with 

fire. [ j ]   50  Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty 

again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

43 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24581j


5/9/2019 Mark ESV Scripture Print Out - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OTLN5bHbSrd5-3lLOCQOpGbBQbQaOaK3xlxHWDDVqwA/edit#heading=h.8oora3so7jwc 44/80

Mark 10  

1  And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds 

gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 

2  And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?”  3  He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”  4  They said, 

“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5  And 

Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 

commandment.  6  But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 

female.’  7  ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife,  

8  and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh.  9  What 

therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

10  And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.  11  And he said to 

them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her,  

12  and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
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13  And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples 

rebuked them.  14  But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 

children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.  

15  Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 

not enter it.”  16  And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on 

them. 

17  And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 

asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  18  And Jesus said to 

him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.  19  You know the 

commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 

false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’”  20  And he said to him, 

“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.”  21  And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 

and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 
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you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  22  Disheartened by the saying, 

he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

23  And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those 

who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  24  And the disciples were amazed at 

his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is   to enter the 

kingdom of God!  25  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”  26  And they were exceedingly astonished, 

and said to him, “Then who can be saved?”  27  Jesus looked at them and said, “With 

man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”  28  Peter 

began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.”  29  Jesus said, 

“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother 

or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel,  30  who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 
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children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  31  But many 

who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

32  And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of 

them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the 

twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33  saying, “See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 

and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the 

Gentiles.  34  And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after 

three days he will rise.” 

35  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, 

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  36  And he said to them, 

“What do you want me to do for you?”  37  And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at 

your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”  38  Jesus said to them, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized 
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with the baptism with which I am baptized?”  39  And they said to him, “We are able.” 

And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with 

which I am baptized, you will be baptized,  40  but to sit at my right hand or at my left is 

not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”  41  And when the 

ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John.  42  And Jesus called them 

to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.  43  But it 

shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant,  44  and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.  45  For even the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 

46  And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 

great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 

roadside.  47  And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and 
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say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  48  And many rebuked him, telling him to 

be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  49  And 

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, 

“Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”  50  And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 

came to Jesus.  51  And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And 

the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52  And Jesus said to him, 

“Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight 

and followed him on the way. 
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Mark 11 
1  Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples  2  and said to them, “Go into the village in front of 

you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 

sat. Untie it and bring it.  3  If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The 

Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’”  4  And they went away and 

found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it.  5  And some of those 

standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?”  6  And they told 

them what Jesus had said, and they let them go.  7  And they brought the colt to Jesus 

and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.  8  And many spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields.  9  And those 

who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!  10  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 
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11  And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked 

around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

12  On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry.  13  And seeing in 

the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he 

came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.  14  And he 

said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 

15  And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out 

those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 

the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.  16  And he would not 

allow anyone to carry anything through the temple.  17  And he was teaching them and 

saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 

nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”  18  And the chief priests and the 

scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because 
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all the crowd was astonished at his teaching.  19  And when evening came they went out 

of the city. 

20  As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.  21 

And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 

withered.”  22  And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 23  Truly, I say to you, 

whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not 

doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for 

him.  24  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received 

it, and it will be yours.  25  And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your 

trespasses.” 

27  And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief 

priests and the scribes and the elders came to him,  28  and they said to him, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?”  
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29  Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by 

what authority I do these things.  30  Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? 

Answer me.”  31  And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 32  But shall we say, ‘From 

man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a prophet. 

33  So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I 

tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
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Mark 12 
1  And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a 

fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to 

tenants and went into another country.  2  When the season came, he sent a servant to 

the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard.  3  And they took him and 

beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  4  Again he sent to them another servant, 

and they struck him on the head and treated him shamefully.  5  And he sent another, 

and him they killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed.  

6  He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will 

respect my son.’  7  But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us 

kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’  8  And they took him and killed him and threw 

him out of the vineyard. 9  What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and 

destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.  10  Have you not read this Scripture: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

54 



5/9/2019 Mark ESV Scripture Print Out - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OTLN5bHbSrd5-3lLOCQOpGbBQbQaOaK3xlxHWDDVqwA/edit#heading=h.8oora3so7jwc 55/80

11  this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

12  And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they perceived that he 

had told the parable against them. So they left him and went away. 

13  And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him 

in his talk.  14  And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and 

do not care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly 

teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, 

or should we not?”  15  But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to 

the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.”  16  And they brought one. And he 

said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.”  

17  Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 

things that are God's.” And they marveled at him. 

18  And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. And they asked 

him a question, saying,  19  “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies and 
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leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring 

for his brother.  20  There were seven brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died left 

no offspring.  21  And the second took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third 

likewise.  22  And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died.  23  In the 

resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as 

wife.” 

24  Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither 

the Scriptures nor the power of God?  25  For when they rise from the dead, they neither 

marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  26  And as for the dead 

being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, 

how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob’?  27  He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite 

wrong.”  

28  And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and 
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seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 

important of all?”  29  Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 

our God, the Lord is one.  30  And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31  The second is 

this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater 

than these.”  32  And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said 

that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33  And to love him with all the heart 

and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as 

oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  34  And when Jesus 

saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 

God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

35  And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ 

is the son of David?  36  David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
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“Sit at my right hand, 

     until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

37  David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard him 

gladly. 

38  And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 

robes and like greetings in the marketplaces  39  and have the best seats in the 

synagogues and the places of honor at feasts,  40  who devour widows' houses and for a 

pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

41  And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into 

the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums.  42  And a poor widow came and 

put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.  43  And he called his disciples to 

him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all 

those who are contributing to the offering box.  44  For they all contributed out of their 
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abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live 

on.” 
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Mark 13  
1  And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 

what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!”  2  And Jesus said to him, “Do 

you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that 

will not be thrown down.” 

3  And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John 

and Andrew asked him privately,  4  “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be 

the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?”  5  And Jesus began to 

say to them, “See that no one leads you astray.  6  Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I 

am he!’ and they will lead many astray.  7  And when you hear of wars and rumors of 

wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet.  8  For nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 

places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains.  9  “But be 

on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in 

60 



5/9/2019 Mark ESV Scripture Print Out - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OTLN5bHbSrd5-3lLOCQOpGbBQbQaOaK3xlxHWDDVqwA/edit#heading=h.8oora3so7jwc 61/80

synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear 

witness before them.  10  And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations.  11  And 

when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what 

you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, 

but the Holy Spirit.  12  And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 

child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death.  13  And you will 

be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

14  “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be 

(let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  15  Let 

the one who is on the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, 

16  and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak.  17  And alas for 

women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days!  18  Pray 

that it may not happen in winter.  19  For in those days there will be such tribulation as 

has not been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, and never 
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will be.  20  And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. 

But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days.  21  And then if 

anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it.  22 

For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead 

astray, if possible, the elect.  23  But be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand. 

24  “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light,  25  and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken.  26  And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 

great power and glory.  27  And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from 

the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

out its leaves, you know that summer is near.  29  So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  30  Truly, I say to you, this 
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generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  31  Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

32  “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father.  33  Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know 

when the time will come.  34  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 

and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 

stay awake.  35  Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the 

morning—  36  lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.  37  And what I say to you I say 

to all: Stay awake.” 
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Mark 14  
1  It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And 

the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 

2  for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.” 

3  And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at 

table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and 

she broke the flask and poured it over his head.  4  There were some who said to 

themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that?  5  For this ointment 

could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And 

they scolded her.  6  But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has 

done a beautiful thing to me.  7  For you always have the poor with you, and whenever 

you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me.  8  She has done 

what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial.  9  And truly, I say to 
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you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be 

told in memory of her.” 

10  Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to 

betray him to them.  11  And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him 

money. And he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

12  And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, 

his disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the 

Passover?”  13  And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and 

a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him,  14  and wherever he enters, say 

to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may 

eat the Passover with my disciples?’  15  And he will show you a large upper room 

furnished and ready; there prepare for us.”  16  And the disciples set out and went to the 

city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 
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17  And when it was evening, he came with the twelve.  18  And as they were reclining at 

table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is 

eating with me.”  19  They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is 

it I?”  20  He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish 

with me.  21  For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not 

been born.” 

22  And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

them, and said, “Take; this is my body.”  23  And he took a cup, and when he had given 

thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it.  24  And he said to them, “This is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.  25  Truly, I say to you, I will not 

drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 

God.” 26  And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  27  And 

Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and 
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the sheep will be scattered.’  28  But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

29  Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.”  30  And Jesus said to 

him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me 

three times.”  31  But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” 

And they all said the same. 

32  And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here 

while I pray.”  33  And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 

greatly distressed and troubled.  34  And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, 

even to death. Remain here and watch.”  35  And going a little farther, he fell on the 

ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.  36  And he 

said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not 

what I will, but what you will.”  37  And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to 

Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour?  38  Watch and pray that 

you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
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39  And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words.  40  And again he came 

and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to 

answer him.  41  And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 

taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the 

hands of sinners.  42  Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 

43  And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and 

with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the 

elders.  44  Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 

man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.”  45  And when he came, he went up to 

him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him.  46  And they laid hands on him and 

seized him.  47  But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of 

the high priest and cut off his ear.  48  And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as 

against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me?  49  Day after day I was with you 

in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.”  
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50  And they all left him and fled.  51  And a young man followed him, with nothing but a 

linen cloth about his body. And they seized him,  52  but he left the linen cloth and ran 

away naked. 

53  And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the 

scribes came together.  54  And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the 

courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at 

the fire.  55  Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking testimony against 

Jesus to put him to death, but they found none.  56  For many bore false witness against 

him, but their testimony did not agree.  57  And some stood up and bore false witness 

against him, saying,  58  “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with 

hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’”  59  Yet even about 

this their testimony did not agree.  60  And the high priest stood up in the midst and 

asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against 

you?”  61  But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, 
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“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”  62  And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see 

the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.”  63  And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do 

we need?  64  You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all 

condemned him as deserving death.  65  And some began to spit on him and to cover 

his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with 

blows. 

66  And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest 

came,  67  and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were 

with the Nazarene, Jesus.”  68  But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand 

what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed.  69  And the 

servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of 

them.”  70  But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to 

Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.”  71  But he began to invoke 
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a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.”  72  And 

immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had 

said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he 

broke down and wept. 
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Mark 15  
1  And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and 

delivered him over to Pilate.  2  And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

And he answered him, “You have said so.”  3  And the chief priests accused him of many 

things.  4  And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many 

charges they bring against you.”  5  But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate 

was amazed. 

6  Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 7  And 

among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a 

man called Barabbas.  8  And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he 

usually did for them.  9  And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for 

you the King of the Jews?”  10  For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief 

priests had delivered him up.  11  But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
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release for them Barabbas instead.  12  And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I 

do with the man you call the King of the Jews?”  13  And they cried out again, “Crucify 

him.”  14  And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all 

the more, “Crucify him.”  15  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them 

Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

16  And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's 

headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion.  17  And they clothed him in 

a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18  And they 

began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  19  And they were striking his head with a 

reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20  And when they had 

mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. 

And they led him out to crucify him. 

21  And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.  22  And they brought him 
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to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).  23  And they offered him 

wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.  24  And they crucified him and divided his 

garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take.  25  And 

it was the third hour when they crucified him.  26  And the inscription of the charge 

against him read, “The King of the Jews.”  27  And with him they crucified two robbers, 

one on his right and one on his left.  29  And those who passed by derided him, wagging 

their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 

days,  30  save yourself, and come down from the cross!”  31  So also the chief priests with 

the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself.  32  Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we 

may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

33  And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 

ninth hour.  34  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  35  And 
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some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36  And someone 

ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”  37  And Jesus 

uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.  38  And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom.  39  And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 

this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son [ i ]  of God!” 

40  There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.  

41  When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were 

also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

42  And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 

before the Sabbath,  43  Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who 

was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and 

asked for the body of Jesus.  44  Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already
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died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead.  

45  And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to 

Joseph.  46  And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in 

the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled 

a stone against the entrance of the tomb.  47  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 

Joses saw where he was laid. 
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Mark 16  
1  When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  2  And very early on the 

first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  3  And they were 

saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 

tomb?”  4  And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very 

large.  5  And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed 

in a white robe, and they were alarmed.  6  And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You 

seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place 

where they laid him.  7  But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 

Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”  8  And they went out and fled from 

the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 
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[Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:9–20.] 

9  [[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.  10  She went and told those 

who had been with him, as they mourned and wept.  11  But when they heard that he 

was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

12  After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking 

into the country.  13  And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 

14  Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and 

he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not 

believed those who saw him after he had risen.  15  And he said to them, “Go into all the 

world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.  16  Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  17  And these 

signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they 
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will speak in new tongues;  18  they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they 

drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and 

they will recover.” 

19  So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and 

sat down at the right hand of God.  20  And they went out and preached everywhere, 

while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.]] 
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