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Review 

• Apocalyptic Literature 
– apocalyptic -in greek- “unveiling” “uncovering” 
– Imagery-scenes that play a part and then drop 

off and jump into another scene 
– symbolic and Metaphorical 

 



Apocalyptic Literature 
• Purpose: 

•  is to make things more clear- it will expose not 
conceal what God has revealed to bring 
encouragement and joy 

– Giving us hope in our extended time of 
waiting and anticipating the final fulfillment of 
God’s promises. 

•  Deut. 29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord 
our God, those things which are revealed belong 
to us and to our children forever, that we may do 
all the words of his law.” 

•  Psalm 25:14 
•  Luke 10:24 



Daniel Chapter 8  
– Daniel’s Vision of the Ram and the Goat 

(v1-14) 
•  Ram  

– with two horns the last one higher than the first 
•  Male goat  

– with a prominent horn between his eyes 
–  comes from the west tramples the ram and becomes 

exceedingly great 
–  the great horn is broken off and 4 horns come up in its 

place. 
–  out of one horn came a little horn 

•  How long? 2300 evening and mornings 
– The interpretation of the Vision (v15-27) 

•  “understand that the vision is for latter end” 
•  The Ram-the kings of Media and Persia 
•  The Goat- Greece-the horn is the first king 



Interpretation of the prophecy 
• The Ram 

– The Kings of Media and Persia 
•  Persia will be more powerful 

• The Goat 
– Greece-Alexander the great is the prominent 

horn 
•  tramples the Ram  
•  the great horn is brought down 
•  Out of it come four horns  

–  4 rulers  
–  the little horn (Antiochus Epiphanes) 



“The Latter End” 
• The time frame of the prophecy 

– Transtemporal (or transhistorical) 
•  In Christ The Light of the World 
•  175 BC under Antiochus Epiphanes (the little 

horn) 
–  Judas Maccabees (The Hammer) Hanukah        

•  The End Times- God’s plan of Redemption 
transcends time and space 

• To us is now History 
– to Daniel a Horrific future 

•  the road home from Babylon 
–  a road of suffering                                                                      



Bearers of Light 
•  How do we respond? 

– We will apply it differently than the Jews 
•  they will see it as a victory celebration in 

Hanukkah-annually celebrating a hard fought 
Victory over the wordly forces by the power of 
God 

•  We as Christ followers now that after Maccabees 
came a greater deliverer JESUS! The Ultimate 
Light of the World. (John 8:12) 

•  We are called to be light in this dark world 
becuase we are His the one who has brought us 
from darkness to light (Matt 5:14,16) 



Not by the Ram or the Goat but 
by the power of the Lamb 

•  The Lamb that was slain will have the 
final word! -his sacrifice put an end to the 
daily sacrifice once and for all. (v11) 

– “ No longer will there be anything accursed but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him” Revelation 22:3 

– So we worship Jesus the Lamb 
•  His Kingdom will endure eternally  
•  He gives us endurance to persevere  
•  He secures our future and sustains us                

in this exile of suffering  
•  He gives us joyful work (Matt 5:13-16) 



Chapter 9 
•  Daniel’s prayer for his people 

–  Reading in Jeremiah he understands that the 70 
years are almost over 

–  So he “sets his face to the Lord” and prays  
–  He confesses their sins and prays for mercy 

•  Gabriel Brings and Answer 
–  “comes to give insight and understanding” v22 
–  “because He is greatly loved” v23 

•  The seventy Weeks 
•  “decreed to your people and the holy                

city to finish transgression, to put an                 
end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to                b        
bring in everlasting righteousness, to                 
seal both vision and prophet, and                                     
anoint the most holy place.” V24 



A Prophetic Lament 
•  Daniel a Man of prayer 

– Dan. 2:17-18 first response in time of trouble 
– Dan. 2:19-23 prayer of adoration 
– Dan. 6:10 daily routine 

• Time Frame 
– First year of the Reign 

•  539 BC-same time as the end of Israel’s 70 years 
in Babylon 

• Personal meditation 
– Daniel was reading Jeremiah when                                  

he sets his face to God and prays 
•  Jeremiah 29:10-14 



A Prophetic Lament 
•  Jeremiah 29:10-14 (The Voice) 
 

10 If you want the truth, this is what the Eternal has to say: “You will remain in Babylon for 

70 years. When that time is over, I will come to you, and I will keep My promise of bringing 

you back home. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Eternal, “plans for peace, 

not evil, to give you a future and hope—never forget that. 12 At that time, you will call out for 

Me, and I will hear. You will pray, and I will listen.13 You will look for Me intently, and you will 

find Me. 14 Yes, I will be found by you,” says the Eternal, “and I will restore your fortunes 

and gather you from all the nations where you’ve been scattered—all the places where I 

have driven you. I will bring you back to the land that is your rightful home. 

 



A Prophetic Lament 
•  Symbols of repentance 

– Fasting-withholding food to prioritize prayer 
– Sackcloth- a rough material irritant to the skin 
– Ashes- symbolized complete ruin 

• Complete lament 
– resembled Jacob and David (Gen.37:34, 2 

Sam  3:31 
– Assyrians in Nineveh Responded 

•  this was as well in (Jonah 3:5-8) 
• “Confidence in God should not                                                                               

become presumption upon God” 
•  David Helm 



A Prophetic Lament 
•  Confession and Petition 

–  Daniel’s confession is not one sided it interweaves the 
confession of sin as well as affirming God’s complete 
righteousness in judging sin. (v4-5) 

–  Daniel does not see himself as above the sin of his 
people he includes himself  (v5,6,8) 

–  Petition- V15 transitions - “And now” Daniel states his 
petition clearly restore Jerusalem, restore his people 
from being a byword among the nations yet not in the 
people’s godliness but in God’s own righteousness 

•  We can also be confident in His Righteousness  
•  we can come before him in lament and                                        

confess our sins knowing he hears us.  
•  Psalm 44:15, Psalm 46: 1, 7,10 



Jesus the true intercessor 
•  2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he mad him 

to be sin who knew no sin, that in Him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” 

•  Jesus’ ministry supercedes Daniel as we find him 
interceding constantly ( Luke 3:21, John 17) 

“Like Me, they are not products of the corrupt world order.17 
Immerse them in the truth, the truth Your voice speaks. 18 In the 
same way You sent Me into this world, I am sending them. 19 It is 
entirely for their benefit that I have set Myself apart so that they 
may be set apart by truth. 20 I am not asking solely for their benefit; 
 this prayer is also for all the believers who will follow them and hear 
them speak.” John 17: 16-20 



Gabriel Brings an Answer 
•  God delights in our prayers 
•  Be encouraged in Daniel’s experience 

–  as soon as he begins praying God’s word was 
already running to him.  

•  Jesus encourages us to pray by giving us a pattern for 
prayer ( Luke 11:1-4) 

•  The answer to Daniel’s prayer was that it would take 
another seventy sevens before complete deliverance 
would be made! ( Helm) 

•  God wants to reveal to Daniel the behind the scenes of 
a greater and grander plan that will include  

      the whole world's redemption! 



An Apocalyptic Prophecy 
•  Remember: Apocalyptic literature has 

multiple horizons of fulfillments.  
– Dan. 9:24-27 

•  the time of Antiochus Epiphanes 
•  the death and resurrection of Jesus 
•  the fall of Jerusalem AD 70 
•  the final consummation in Christ’s second coming 

– God reveals to Daniel in a veiled way the 
redemptive work of Christ. 

•  In His death Christ atones for our iniquity 
and brings in everlasting righteousness.  



The Lamb’s Throne 
•  14 Since we have a great High Priest, Jesus, the 

Son of God who has passed through the heavens 
from death into new life with God, let us hold 
tightly to our faith. 15 For Jesus is not some high 
priest who has no sympathy for our weaknesses 
and flaws. He has already been tested in every 
way that we are tested; but He emerged 
victorious, without failing God. 16 So let us step 
boldly to the throne of grace, where we can find 
mercy and grace to help when we need it most. 
Hebrews 4: 14-16 (the voice) 



Our Own Lament 
•  Let us approach boldly then and pray for a desolate 

church, city, country, world who seems to be in Exile. 
Lamentations 3:40,42, 49-51, 55-57 

Let us test and examine our ways, 
    and return to the LORD! 

41 Let us lift up our hearts and hands 
    to God in heaven: 

42 “We have transgressed and rebelled, 
    and you have not forgiven. 

My eyes will flow without ceasing, 
    without respite, 

50 until the LORD from heaven 
    looks down and sees; 

51 my eyes cause me grief 
“I called on your name, O LORD, 
    from the depths of the pit; 

56 you heard my plea, ‘Do not close 
    your ear to my cry for help!’ 

57 You came near when I called on you; 
    you said, ‘Do not fear!’ 

 



I Will Rise 

There's a peace I've come to know 

Though my heart and flesh may fail 

There's an anchor for my soul 

I can say "It is well” 
 



Jesus has overcome 

And the grave is overwhelmed 

The victory is won 

He is risen from the dead 

And I will rise when He calls my name 

No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles' wings 

Before my God fall on my knees 

And rise I will rise 



There's a day that's drawing near 

When this darkness breaks to light 

And the shadows disappear 

And my faith shall be my eyes 



Jesus has overcome 

And the grave is overwhelmed 

The victory is won 

He is risen from the dead 

And I will rise when He calls my name 

No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles' wings 

Before my God fall on my knees 

And rise I will rise 



And I hear the voice of many angels sing, 

"Worthy is the Lamb" 

And I hear the cry of every longing heart, 

"Worthy is the Lamb" 

And I hear the voice of many angels sing, 

"Worthy is the Lamb" 

And I hear the cry of every longing heart, 

"Worthy is the Lamb" 



And I will rise when He calls my name 

No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles' wings 

Before my God fall on my knees 

And rise I will rise 



Homework for Session 6 

•  Pray. 
•  Read Daniel 10-12. 
•   Take notes on Daniel 10-12 and use any 

study tools you’ve found helpful. 
•  Review the whole book of Daniel and 

identify major themes and lessons 
learned.	  


