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Last Week..�
•  Daniel 1-2 �
– Daniel and his friends taken to Babylon �
– They remain faithful to God when tested�
– God gives Daniel the interpretation to 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel receives 
favor with the king�

�
•  Takeaways �
– True wisdom comes from God�
– God deserves praise for the wisdom we have�
– God is sovereign over all �



Today’s Content�
•  Daniel 3-4 �
– The Golden Image�
– The Fiery Furnace�
– The Second Dream�
– The Prideful King’s Humiliation �
– The Restoration and Praise�



Today’s Content�
•  Daniel 3-4 �
– What can we learn from the events? �
– How can we relate to the characters? �
– What can we learn about God? �



What we learn about�
The Golden Image (Dan. 3:1-7)�

•  Imposing in size (90ft x 9ft)�
•  Highly celebrated�
•  Worship not questioned �
•  Similar to the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)�



What we learn about God�

•  He laughs at the rebellion of kings (Psalm 2)�
•  He controls the furnace (Jeremiah 29: 

21-23, Ezekiel 23:25)�
•  He alone deserves the worship of the 

nations (Rev. 5:9)�



Fiery Furnace: How we can relate to 
the Friends (Dan. 3: 8-30)�

•  They are accused, but not abandoned�
•  They are united by faith�
•  Their respect for authority gives them favor�
•  They are not promised deliverance from 

suffering (1 Peter 4:12-14, Rev. 2:10)�
•  They reflect Christ in their trials �
– John 6:38, Matthew 4:8-10 �



Fiery Furnace: How we can relate to 
the King (Dan. 3: 8-30)�

•  He is proud�
•  He cannot protect his people on his own �
•  He is changed by the power of God�



What we learn about God�

•  God protects his people (Hebrews 11:34)�
•  God is with us in the fire (Isaiah 43:2)�
– Fire as judgment (Gen, 18-19, Amos 1:4, Rev. 

19:20, Luke 12:49)�
– Fire as refinement (Mal. 3:1-4, Luke 315-17, 1 

Cor. 3:13-15, 1 Peter 1:5)�



The King’s Praise (Dan 4: 1-3)�

•  Public word about a personal God�
•  Message of good news for all people 

(gospel!)�
•  The power of ‘signs and wonders’ to change 

hearts (John 4:48)�



The Dream�
(Dan 4: 4-27)�

•  A great, life-sustaining tree reaching toward 
heaven is cut down; stump left and personified 
to experience life as a beast�

•  Daniel interprets the tree to be 
Nebuchadnezzar and predicts his downfall and 
restoration �

•  Helpful passages:�
– Ezekiel 31 (similar tree prophecy)�
–  Jeremiah 27 (Neb’s power is from God)�
– Matthew 3:10 �
– Psalm 106:20 �



The Dream: How we can relate to Daniel 
(Dan 4: 4-27)�

•  The Spirit of God is evident in him�
•  He rightly places his fear in God�
•  He has hope for future restoration �
– Proverbs 16:6 �
– Matthew 25:35 �
– Jeremiah 18:8 �
– Jonah 3:10 �
– 2 Timothy 2:25-26 �



Humbling and Restoration: How we can 
relate to the King (Dan 4: 28-37)�

•  He claims power and glory for his own �
•  He chooses self over God (Romans 7-8)�
•  His circumstance doesn’t change until his 

heart and mind change�
•  It takes a life-altering trial for him to 

acknowledge and bless God (Job 42:12, 
Matthew 6:33)�
– Helpful passages �

•  Psalm 10:16, Isaiah 14:27, 45:9; Job 9:12                     
Rom. 9:20 �



What we learn about God�

•  God humbles the proud (Isaiah 2:11)�
•  God chooses rulers but doesn’t endorse all 

their deeds �
•  God’s kingdom is forever�
•  God is a just and righteous Redeemer!�
–  Isaiah 41:14 �
– Galatians 3:13 �
– Psalm 33:4 �
– Rev. 15:3 �
– Deut. 32:4 �



My Prayer for Us: That we might..�

•  Worship God alone!�
•  Allow God to root out our idols, remove our pride and 

grow our humility �
•  Walk assuredly with God through our trials �
•  Seek unity with fellow believers �
•  Believe in God’s promised protection over us �
•  Rejoice in our redemption from sin through Christ�
•  Trust God with the future of our country �
•  Identify as God’s chosen exiles, citizens not of this world 

but of his eternal kingdom�
•  Battle against fear, anxiety and worry; and rest daily in 

God’s sovereign control �



Homework for Session 3 �

•  Pray.�
•  Read Daniel 5-6. �
•  Take notes on Daniel 5-6.�
•  Look up some of the cross references and 

add some insights to your notes. �
•  (Optional- continue your outline)�



How	  firm	  a	  founda-on,	  ye	  saints	  of	  the	  Lord	  
Is	  laid	  for	  your	  faith	  in	  His	  excellent	  Word!	  

What	  more	  can	  He	  say	  than	  to	  you	  He	  hath	  said	  
Who	  unto	  the	  Savior	  for	  refuge	  have	  fled?	  



Fear	  not,	  I	  am	  with	  thee,	  oh	  be	  not	  dismayed,	  
For	  I	  am	  thy	  God	  and	  will	  s-ll	  give	  thee	  aid.	  

I’ll	  strengthen	  thee,	  help	  thee	  and	  cause	  thee	  to	  
stand,	  

Upheld	  by	  my	  righteous	  omnipotent	  hand.	  



When	  through	  the	  deep	  waters	  I	  call	  thee	  to	  go,	  
The	  rivers	  of	  sorrow	  shall	  not	  overflow.	  

For	  I	  will	  be	  with	  thee,	  thy	  troubles	  to	  bless	  
And	  sanc-fy	  to	  thee	  thy	  deepest	  distress.	  



When	  through	  fiery	  trials	  thy	  pathway	  shall	  lie,	  
My	  grace,	  all-‐sufficient,	  shall	  be	  thy	  supply.	  
The	  flames	  shall	  not	  hurt	  thee,	  I	  only	  design	  
Thy	  dross	  to	  consume	  and	  thy	  gold	  to	  refine.	  



The	  soul	  that	  on	  Jesus	  doth	  lean	  for	  repose	  
I	  will	  not,	  I	  will	  not,	  desert	  to	  his	  foes.	  

That	  soul,	  though	  all	  hell	  should	  endeavor	  to	  
shake	  

I’ll	  never,	  no	  never,	  no	  never	  forsake.	  


