
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 
HOSEA WEEK 2 
5-12 YEAR OLDS 
 
QUESTION: What is the story of God’s people? 
MAIN TRUTH: God’s people are chosen, lost and then rescued. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 
Last week, we talked about what God is like. Can anyone remember? We talked about three 
things that God is.. 

● God is Creator, Father and King. 
 
We talked about how God made the first people, Adam and Eve. God loved them and wanted to 
be with them, but they sinned and could no longer be near Him. So he made a plan to save 
them by sending Jesus- but that wouldn’t happen for lots and lots and lots of years.  
 
Today we’re going to talk about some of what happened in those in-between years. We’re 
going to talk about the story of God’s people. 
 
CHOSEN 
God’s people are called the Israelites. 

● They were a special group of people chosen by God to be set apart from all the other 
people in the world. They were meant to do God’s work, obey God’s laws, worship God. 

● The Israelites came from the family of Jacob- do you remember him? He had twelve 
sons and those sons turned into tribes and God’s people grew and grew! 

● The Israelites were supposed to look different from the other people of the world. 
They were supposed to worship the one true God, and not the other gods of the people 
living around them. 

● God didn’t choose them because they were important or good fighters or beautiful or 
smart. God chose them because he loved them. That’s it! He just loved them and 
wanted them to be his own. 

● This is still the way that God chooses people to be part of his family! God knew who all 
his children would be from before the beginning of time.  

 
So God picked out his special people and he promised them that he would be their God forever 
and he would make their nation really big with lots and lots of people in it! Sounds good, right? 
All they had to do was love him back and follow his rules. Do you think they did that? (Nope.) 
 
LOST 
God’s people could not love God the way He loved them. They could not obey God perfectly. 
They went their own way instead of following Him. It was like they got lost. 

● Have you ever been following your mom or dad and gotten lost? Maybe you were 
no longer able to see them and got scared? Maybe you had to try to figure out how to 
get to them on your own, or you had to wait to be rescued? This is kind of like what 
happened with the Israelites. And it happened again and again and again. 

 



They made a lot of mistakes. They would disobey God, and then promise not to do it again, 
but they could never keep their promise.  

○ Do you ever promise Mom and Dad that you’ll never disobey them? It is a hard 
promise to keep, isn’t it? 

 
God sent prophets (messengers) to warn his people that God would have to discipline them if 
they continued to disobey. But they didn’t listen to the messengers. 
  
God set up priests to help the people to follow God’s rules and teach them how to love him. 
But they didn’t listen to the priests, and the priests themselves didn’t always listen! 
 
God gave them kings when they asked, but they didn’t obey the kings, either. Many of the 
kings were selfish and followed their own plans instead of God’s. 
 
So what happened? Well, God had promised to be their God forever, so He couldn’t give up on 
them. But he did need to discipline them. 
 
The people had split up into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah. Neither kingdom was very 
good. God punished Israel first, then Judah. They were kicked out of the Promised Land like 
Adam and Eve were kicked out of the garden. While they were away, God sent more 
prophets to tell them that one day they would come home. There was hope! He was going to 
rescue them! 
 
RESCUED 
God promised his special people that one day, they would come back home, and they 
did. God also promised that he would bring a new, perfect king to Israel who would save 
them and restore them forever. 

● And who do you think that perfect king was? (Jesus!) 
● And that perfect king would not be just for Israel, but for ALL people! 

 
God saved Israel and all of us by sending his son, Jesus, to earth. 

● Jesus rescued us from death by living the perfect life that we couldn’t live, dying the 
death that we deserve, and rising from the grave so we can live with God forever! 

 
We are just like the Israelites. Chosen and loved by God, but disobedient and not able to 
follow his rules. But we are also like them because we can be rescued! Jesus makes us free 
and makes it so that we really can obey God. The Holy Spirit lives in us and gives us the power 
to love and follow God! How cool is that?! 
 
PRAYER 
Invite the children to pray or pray over them: 
 
God, thank you for loving the Israelites and being faithful to them. Thank you for loving us, too, 
and putting us in families of faith. Thank you for sending Jesus so that we can be part of your 
special family. Help us with your Holy Spirit to love and obey you. Amen 
 



HOSEA MEMORY VERSE 
Practice the verse together: 
 
“Come let us return to the Lord; 
For he has torn us, that he may heal us; 
He has struck us down, and he will bind us up.” Hosea 6:1 
 
ACTIVITY 

● Have the kids copy down the memory verse together on cardstock and decorate. 
○ They may use their water-colored paper from the opening activity! 

● Tell them to take it home, hang it up and practice it with mom! 


