
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 
HOSEA WEEK 3 
5-12 YEAR OLDS 
 
QUESTION: What is idolatry? 
MAIN TRUTH: Idolatry is loving a thing more than you love God. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 
 
Last week, we learned all about God’s people the Israelites. We talked about how they were 
chosen by God to love and obey him, but they kept making mistakes and leaving him. 
 
Today, we are going to talk about what God’s people were loving instead of God. 
 
Loving something more than you love God is called idolatry. 
 
Back in the time of the Israelites, most people worshipped lots of gods. 

● They worshipped sun gods and moon gods, sea gods, farming gods, war gods, love 
gods - they had gods for everything.  

● Most people thought they needed to please these gods so that they would give them 
good things and they would have happy lives. 

 
People made little statues of these gods and set them up in their houses or in temples.  

● They made these gods out of metal and wood. The bible calls these idols, and 
worshiping them is called idolatry. The people would worship these little gods that 
they made with their own hands and give gifts to them as if they were real. 

 
When God chose his people, he warned them that he was the only real God.  

● All other gods were not real and they should not worship them. He knew that it would be 
tempting for his people to worship gods they could see instead of the true God that they 
could not see. But He asked them to love him and trust him to take care of them like only 
a true God can. 

 
God’s people had a hard time following him.  

● They kept trusting in these other gods instead of him. But God knows his people are not 
perfect, and so he comes after them and gets their attention! He told them over and 
over that he was the true God and his people could trust him. 

 
We are just like the Israelites. We might not make little statues out of metal and wood, but we 
do follow after things that are not God that we think will make us happy. 
 
What do you love most in the world? (Let them answer) 

● Many of those are good things and it is not wrong to love them! But if we believe in 
Jesus, we must love him more than anything else in the world. It is really easy for 
good things to become more important to us in our hearts than God. 

● If we love anything else more than we love God, that is called an idol. 



 
Jesus is better than everything!  

● He’s better than your favorite food, he’s better than TV, he’s better than being the 
smartest or the prettiest.  

● Jesus is the best because he did what he said he was going to do! He came to 
rescue us! He kept all his promises! He saved us!  

● No person or thing on earth can save us from death. Only Jesus can do that, and he 
did do that! 

● When we believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes to live in us and he is the one who 
helps us to love Jesus more than anything else. 

 
We are going to talk more about idols this summer as we talk about Hosea.  

● During Hosea’s time, God’s people were leaving him and loving other gods. But God 
promised he would come and get them and bring them back to himself. 

● We’ll talk more about that in the next few weeks! 
 
PRAYER 
Invite the children to pray or pray over them: 
 
God, you are the one true God! There are no other gods like you. Thank you for being a God 
that keeps his promises. Please help us to love you with our whole hearts and not to follow after 
anything or love anything on this earth more than we love you. Amen 
 
HOSEA MEMORY VERSE 
Practice the verse together: 
 
“Come let us return to the Lord; 
For he has torn us, that he may heal us; 
He has struck us down, and he will bind us up.” Hosea 6:1 
 
ACTIVITY- OBJECT LESSON 

● Show the children a stuffed animal. 
● Ask the kids these questions: 

○ Do you guys like stuffed animals? Do you have a special one at home? 
○ Would you ever pray to your stuffed animals when you need help?  

● Explain that a stuffed animal could never do anything to help us. It has no power, except 
to give us a little bit of comfort.  

● Explain that idols are like that. They give us a little bit of comfort or make us feel good, 
but they do not have power. They cannot change us or help us or answer our prayers or 
love us like God can! 


