


Review

1. God has betrothed you to himself since the beginning of time.
2.  This is not a position you have earned by your own faithfulness, but rather paid 

by the bride price of God’s faithfulness.
3.  This marriage gives you new identity, new treasure, and new intimate 

knowledge of our Groom.
4. This marriage is not without conflict, but resolution is found at the cross of your 

Groom.



Main Point

The not-so-secret secret to a thriving 
marriage with Jesus is steadfast love, 
knowing God, and true repentance. 



Outline

1. God’s Love- Hosea 6:4
2. God’s Means- Hosea 6:5
3. God’s Desire- Hosea 6:6
4. God’s Covenant- Hosea 6:7
5. God’s Intent- Hosea 6:11, 7:1, 7:13
6. Israelite Treachery- 5 Similes- 6:8-7:16



What am I going to do with you?



God’s Love: Hosea 6:4

The Israelites’ love is flaky, but God’s is not. Your 
groom is trustworthy, and so is His love.

God’s Steadfast Love Endures Forever: Psalm 36



God’s Means- The Word: Hosea 6:5

Three Ways: Prophets, Jesus, and His Word

God gives the Prophets His Words in order to convict, expose, 
and to judge. 

“Hewn”=Chatsab: to divide, to dig out, to cleave, to cut out or 
cut down

God’s Word still convicts, expose, and judges today. 



Hebrews 4:12-13

For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two 
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints 
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked 
and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.



The Word Made Flesh- Jesus

John 1:14- The Word made flesh and dwelt among us. 

John 3:19-21- “And this is the judgment: the light has come into 
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 
because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should 
be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 
God.”



God’s Desire- Hosea 6:6

You don’t have to guess what God wants from you: 
steadfast love, know Him, and true repentance.





God’s Desire- Hosea 6:6

Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Psalm 51:16-17 “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be 
pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God you will not despise.”

Ann Voskamp, The Broken Way: “Bad brokenness is broken by good brokenness.”



Jesus Interprets Hosea 6:6

Matthew 9:13

Matthew 12:7

The Pharisees were idol worshippers too. They worshipped 
their own self-righteousness and the Law. 



God’s Covenant- Hosea 6:7

Hebrew Word= Beryith: alliance, pledge, promise

Beryith is used 5 times in Hosea

God’s Covenant started with Adam

Jesus is the true and better Adam!



Romans 5:18-19

“Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all 
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all men. For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man’s obedience the many will be made 
righteous.”



God’s Intent- Hosea 6:11, Hosea 7:1, Hosea 7:13

Restore- “when I restore the fortunes of my people”

Heal- “when I would heal Israel”

Redeem- “I would redeem them”



Israel’s Treachery: Hosea 6:8-7:16

Gilead and Shechem

Temporary Reprieve for Judah

Trust in Other Kings and Princes

5 Similes



Gilead & Shechem

Hosea 6:8-9



Temporary Reprieve for Judah

Hosea 6:10-11

Harvest of Judgment is coming



Trust in Other Princes and Kings

Hosea 7:1-3

The Israelites ran to the very places that held them captive, 
Egypt and Assyria, and to their own unstable, murderous kings. 



4 Similes

1. Heated Oven
2. Cake 
3. Silly Dove
4. Treacherous Bow



Heated Oven

Hosea 7:4-7

Displays their instability, anger, and greed



Cake- Mixed, Half-Baked 

Hosea 7:8

No longer set apart, but mixed

Psalm 106:35-36 “But they mixed with the nations and learned to do as they did. 
They served their idols, which became a snare to them.”

Half in, Half Out



Old Man-Hosea 7:9-10
An unexamined life

Hosea 7:10 is a repeated phrase from Hosea 5:5

Pride=Ga’won

Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall”



Silly Dove
Hosea 7:11-12

They are seeking everywhere but the Lord, even to the very nations that have held 
them and will hold them captive: Egypt and Assyria. 



Simile Break: Hosea 7:13-15
God wants a contrite heart, but he does not find it.

Romans 2:4-5 “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 
patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But 
because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the 
day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.”



Treacherous Bow
Hosea 7:16

Psalm 78:57 “But turned away treacherously like their fathers; they trusted like a 
deceitful bow.”



Application Questions

1. Do you trust God’s steady love for you?
2. In what ways have you been living the life of a prideful 

Pharisee?
3. How is your pride keeping you from examining your life?
4. What does repentance look like in your life?



What Did I Learn About God?

Trustworthy

Patient

Light

Restorer



Homework

Challenge: Make your own version of Psalm 136

Pray

Read Hosea 8-10 several times and continue Annotation

Respond to Text

Try outlining, paying special attention to the similes like or as

Look over Session 6 Discussion Questions


