


Review

1. God has betrothed you to himself since the beginning of time.
2. This is not a position you have earned by your own faithfulness, but rather paid 

by the bride price of God’s faithfulness.
3. This marriage gives you new identity, new treasure, and new intimate 

knowledge of our Groom.
4. This marriage is not without conflict, but resolution is found at the cross of your 

Groom.
5. The not-so-secret secret to a thriving marriage with Jesus is steadfast love, 

knowing God, and true repentance.



Main Point

Our Groom builds a home within us, where we can be near and 
dear to Him, on the foundation of His Word.

Deuteronomy 4:5-7 “See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God 
commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes will say, 
Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. For what great nation is there 
that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon him?”



Outline

I. Shaky Foundation, Shaky Relationship
II. Sowing Heartbreak, Reaping Heartbreak

III. Hosea’s Plea
IV. Three More Similes 



Shaky Foundations, Shaky Relationship

Israel has set its foundations not on God’s Word, but upon their 
own self-sufficiency. 

Because of this rejection, God feels…

1. Unknown

2. Forgotten
3. Foreign
4. Forsaken
5. Hated



Unknown: Hosea 8:2-5

Israel claimed they knew God, but never consulted him or His 
Word on what He actually wanted. So they could not do His 
will if they didn’t know Him. 



Matthew 7:21-23

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name? And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.



Luke 6:46-49

Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? Everyone who comes 
to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like 
a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And 
when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, 
because it had been well built. But the one who hears and does not do them is like 
a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream 
broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.



Forgotten: Hosea 8:14

Israel tried to make a home without their Groom, 
and traded His glorious plan for counterfeit, cheap 
structures, so God will devour them.



Foreign: Hosea 8:12

Because of their lack of intimacy with their 
Groom, God’s Word and His way of life is now 
strange to them. 



Forsaken: Hosea 9:1

Rejoice not, O Israel! Exult not like the peoples; for you have 
played the whore, forsaking your God. You have loved a 
prostitute’s wages on all threshing floors.

Threshing Floor



Hated: Hosea 9:7-8

The people of Israel reject God’s Word and treat God’s 
messengers, the prophets, as fools. They are snaring 
themselves by refusing to listen.

As a result their insistence self-sufficiency in the home of their 
Groom, they have brought hatred into the house of God. 



Hosea 9:15

“Because of the wickedness of their deeds I will drive them out of 
my house. I will love them no more; all their princes are rebels.”

Word for love here is not Hesed, but ahabah, more commonly 
human love.

We can’t have a relationship with our Lord on the basis of 
human love.



Sowing Heartbreak, Reaping Heartbreak

Hosea 8:7 “They sow the wind, they shall reap the whirlwind”

The people of Israel followed in the pattern of Adam and Eve, 
by walking away from Home by not holding to the foundation 
of God’s Word.



How have they sowed?

Hosea 10:13

Without God

With an attitude of Self-sufficiency- Trusting in their own way



What have they sowed? Heartbreak

Hosea 9:9 “Deep Corruption in the days of Gibeah”

Gibeah exemplifies the deep corruption Israel has sown.

Gibeah account: Judges 19



Compare and Consider….

Judges 21:25 “Everyone did what was right in 
their own eyes.”

Hosea 10:13a “...because you trusted in your own 
way.



What will they reap? Heartbreak

Hosea 10:14-15

1. Assyrian’s Takeover
2. Infertility as a Nation



Assyrian Takeover

Hosea 8:1- Assyria described as a vulture hovering

Hosea 8:8- They are swallowed up by Assyria

Hosea 9:4, 5 & 13 - Their culture and religious privileges denied by Assyria. 

They will eat unclean food, not be able to commune with God over their 

sacrificial meal in the temple,  and not be able to participate in their holy 

feasts and festivals.



Infertility as a Nation

Because they valued fertility of land and body over God, both 
will be taken from them.

Jesus echoes Hosea 10:b in Luke 23:28-30, when he 
foreshadows Jerusalem’s destruction yet again.



Relient K- Let it All Out

“You said ‘I know that this will hurt,

But if I don’t break your heart, 

then things will just get worse.

If the burden seems too much to bear, remember, 

the end will justify the pain it took to get us there.’”



A Word about Infertility and Miscarriage

Romans 8:1 “There is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus.”

Infertility in your life is not a punishment for your sin, but be 
aware of what you are trying to produce in your life? Is it taking 
the rightful place of your Groom in your heart?



Hosea’s Plea: Hosea 10:12

Break up your fallow ground!



Isaiah 45:8

“Shower, O heavens from above, and let the clouds 
rain down righteousness, let the earth open, that 
salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the 
earth cause them both to sprout; I the Lord have 
created it.”



Jeremiah 4:1-4
If you return, O Israel, declares the LORD, to me you should return. If you remove your 
detestable things from my presence, and do not waver, and if you swear, 'As the LORD 
lives,' in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, then nations shall bless themselves in him, 
and in him shall they glory. For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: 
Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to the 
LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to quench it, because of the evil of your 
deeds."



Galatians 6:8

For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the 
flesh reap corruption but the one who sows the Spirit 
will from the Spirit reap eternal life.



Three Similes

1. Grapes
2. Vine
3. Calf



Grapes: Hosea 9:10

“Like grapes in the wilderness, I found Israel. Like the first fruit on 

the fig tree in its first season, I saw your fathers.”

But Israel’s root is not healthy, because they are not rooted in the 

Lord. They will not bear fruit.

Hosea 9:16 “Ephraim is stricken; their root is dried up; they shall 

bear no fruit.”



Vine: Hosea 10:1

“Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit 
increased the more altars he built; as his country improved, he 
improved his pillars.”

Their success blinded them. They did not give glory and honor 
to God. 



Jesus’ thoughts on the Vine

Matthew 19:24 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 

God.”

The problem is not their success, but rather the place of that success in their 

heart.



Jesus thoughts on the Vine...

How does Jesus want us to produce fruit? Abide in Him

John 15:4-5 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  

I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he 

bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”

Intimacy with our Groom on the foundation of His Word creates a 

flourishing home.



Calf: Hosea 10:11

“Ephraim was a trained calf that loved to thresh, and I spared her fair neck; but I 
will put Ephraim to the yoke; Judah must plow; Jacob must harrow for himself.”

Israel used their freedom to sin. How are we using our freedom?

Romans 6:17-18 says this: “But thanks be to God, that you who were once 
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to 
which you were committed, and having, been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness.”



Review Main Point

Our Groom builds a home within us, where we can be near and 
dear to Him, on the foundation of His Word.



Application Questions

1. What is your foundation set upon?
2. How is God calling you home today? Abide with Him.
3. How is the Spirit wanting to produce fruit through you? 
4. How is your success, or lack of it, keeping you from intimacy 

with the Lord?
5. How has God been humbling and unmaking you?
6. How has God been restoring you?



What Did I Learn About God?
1. Vine
2. Intimate
3. Sovereign
4. True King
5. Creator
6. Omniscient- All Knowing
7. Omnipotent- All Powerful



Homework

Pray

Read Hosea 11-12 several times and continue annotation

Respond to Reading

Paraphrase Hosea 11:1-9


