
Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 1- God prepares joshua

D� 1: Read Joshua 1: 1-5.
Why does God mention Moses so many times when talking with Joshua?

How was God comforting Joshua when he said, “Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you”?

God promises not to leave or forsake Joshua. Do you believe this promise is for you, too? If 
so, do you live daily life with that promise in mind?

D� 2: Read Joshua 1:6-7.
God reminded Joshua to have courage for the task ahead. Where is God asking you to be 
courageous in your life?

God says Joshua’s knowledge of and obedience to the Word will lead to good success. Do 
we believe this is true for us? Why or why not?

How do we measure success? How does God measure it?

D� 3: Read Joshua 1:8-9.
Verse 8 shows this pattern: meditation on God’s word leads to action/obedience, which then 
leads to good success. Have you seen this pattern in your own relationship with God?



God is always reminding us in His word that we should not fear. Are you living your life from 
a place of fear or faith? Where might you be doubting God’s presence and power in your 
life?

   

D� 4: Read Joshua 1: 10-15 and Numbers 32.
The time has come for the Ruebenites and Gadites to make good on their promise to Moses. 
What might have given them the confidence to remain faithful to fight after they were already 
settled?

D� 5: Read Joshua 1:16-18.
The tribes of Reuben and Gad chose to obey and be fearless. Where is God calling you to 
be obedient?

How might Joshua have been built up by the people’s encouragement?

D� 6: Review Joshua 1.
     Where have you seen God’s provision and care in your life this week?

     Where is an area that God is calling you to be fearless and follow Him?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 2- rahab’s story

D� 1: Read Joshua 2: 1-7.
Retell the story of Rahab in your own words.

Why might Rahab have risked her life for these spies?

D� 2: Read Joshua 2: 8-14.
How was Rahab changed when she heard the stories of what God had done through Israel?

Why was it a step of faith for Rahab to ask the men to protect her?

D� 3: Read Joshua 2: 15-21.
How did the Lord show His protection and provision to the spies?

To Rahab?

To Rahab’s family?



D� 4: Read Joshua 2: 22-24 and Numbers 13.
How is this story of spying out the land different than the first spy mission in Num. 13?

Has there been a time in your life where you saw God’s clear provision ahead of you? What 
promise gave you confidence to go forward?

D� 5: Review Joshua 2: 1-21.
Who do you relate most to in this story? Rahab, the spies, Joshua?

We read that when the inhabitants of Jericho heard about all the Lord had done, their hearts 
melted. What is your reaction when you hear about something that God has done?

D� 6: Review Joshua 2: 22-24.
     Where is God asking you to be fearless and trust Him this week?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 3- crossing the jordan

D� 1: Read Joshua 3.
How is Joshua displaying Moses-like leadership qualities?

How did God confirm what Joshua said in verse 10? How did they know God was among 
	 	 them?

Can you recall a time in your life that you felt God’s presence?

D� 2: Read Joshua 4.
Why did God want the people to set up a memorial of stones? (see vs. 21-24)

When people ask you about your past, are you quick to share what God has done?

Moms- when your kids ask you questions over and over, how do you respond?



D� 3: Read Joshua 5: 1-8.
Why did all the men need to be circumcised?

What is circumcision a symbol for?

D� 4: Read Joshua 5: 10-12.
How did God show his provision at Passover?

D� 5: Read Joshua 5: 13-15.
How might seeing the angel have prepared Joshua for battle?

How has God prepared you for battle in your life?

D� 6: Review Joshua 3-5.
     Do you feel set apart by God? Do you believe He prepares you and goes before you in your 
 battles?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 4- conquerinG Jericho

D� 1: Read Joshua 6: 1-5.
What was the attitude of the people of Jericho at this time?

Do you find God’s battle instructions strange? Why might He have instructed them to do 
  battle in this way?

D� 2: Read Joshua 6: 6-14.
Joshua and the Israelites were obedient to God’s strange instructions. When has God asked 
you to do something unusual or out of your comfort zone?

How do we know we can trust God in the unknown or unusual? Use other verses if that’s 
helpful.

D� 3: Read Joshua 6: 15-21.
What did Joshua warn the Israelities not to do after their victory?



How are we prone to lose sight of God after our own victories?

D� 4: Read Joshua 6: 22-25.
God proved Himself faithful in Rahab’s life. Where have you seen God’s faithfulness in your 
life this week?

D� 5: Read Joshua 6: 26-27.
What did Joshua’s curse entail?

Verse 27 says Joshua’s “fame was in all the land.” What kind of temptations might that 
present for Joshua?

D� 6: Review Joshua 6.
     What stands out to you in the Jericho story? What did you learn this week about God’s 
 character and the way He does battle?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 5- Israel sins and god corrects

D� 1: Read Joshua 7: 1-9.
How did the soldiers disappoint or dispobey Joshua?

Do you see unbelief in Joshua’s prayer?

D� 2: Read Joshua 7: 10-15.
How does God explain the loss at Ai? How does he answer Joshua’s uncertainties?

Why was the sin of taking devoted things so ‘outrageous’ to God? Why did God require 
Achan to die?

D� 3: Read Joshua 7: 16-26.
Why must God take sin so seriously?



Where can we find hope when we sin and disobey God?

D� 4: Read Joshua 8: 1-29.
How did God use the previous failure at Ai to help Israel win the city the second time?

How has God used a weakness of yours for His glory?

D� 5: Read Joshua 8: 30-35.
Why did Israel need to renew their covenant with God?

D� 6: Review Joshua 6.
     God eradicated sin from Israel and corrected them. What have you learned this week about 
 God’s character and how can you apply it to your life?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 6- The Gibeonite Deception

D� 1: Read Joshua 9: 1-15.
How did the people of Gibeon “act with cunning” toward Israel?

What did the Joshua and the men of Israel fail to do before making a covenant with them?

D� 2: Read Joshua 9: 16-27.
How do the people of Israel react when they find out about the deception?

How did Joshua react?

How did the Gibeonites respond?

D� 3: Read Joshua 10: 1-5.
What is the reaction of the King of Jerusalem? What is he afraid of?

What about the story of Gibeon made the king take action against the Gibeonites?



D� 4: Read Joshua 10: 16-28.
How were the Amorites defeated? Give details from the verses.

Who commanded the sun to stand still? Do you find this unusual?

D� 5: Read Joshua 10: 16-28..
What was the fate of the five kings?

What are your reactions to the explicit violence in this passage?

D� 6: Review Joshua 9- 10:28.
     Examine your feelings about these passages of Scripture. Do your feelings line up with the 
 truth of the Bible and what we know about God’s character or do they seem contradictory? 
 Use verses to explain.



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 7-conquests and inheritance

D� 1: Read Joshua 10:29-11:23.
What cities were destroyed in Southern Canaan?

What cities were destroyed in Northern Canaan?

What was God’s role in these battles? (see verse 20)

D� 2: Read Joshua 12-13:7.
Which kings did Moses defeat? Joshua?

Why could Joshua not finish the job of conquering the land?

Who would finish it? (see verse 6)



D� 3: Read Joshua 13: 8-32.
Who received their inheritance from Moses before they crossed the Jordan?

What is the inheritance of the tribe of Levi? Why is this significant? Use other verses if 
necessary.

D� 4: Read Joshua 14: 1-5.
Why do you think it was necessary to separate the land so formally?

D� 5: Read Joshua 14: 6-15.
Why did Caleb get a personal inheritance apart from his tribe? (See verse 14)

D� 6: Review Joshua 10:29- 14:15.
     God is beginning to give the Israelites their inheritance and bringing rest to the land. He 
promises us eternal rest with him. How does this truth compel us to persevere in the faith?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 8- dividing the land

D� 1: Read Joshua 15.
Why might the story of Caleb and his daughter be included in this chapter?

Which Canaanite inhabitants remained in the land of Judah?

D� 2: Read Joshua 16.
Which Canaanite inhabitants remained in the land of Ephraim?

Why might God be leaving a remnant when he said he wanted complete destruction?

D� 3: Read Joshua 17.
What does the story of the five sisters’ inheritance tell us about God’s view of women?

Why did the people of Joseph approach Joshua and how did he respond?



D� 4: Read Joshua 18: 1-10.
How did Joshua divide the remaining land? What did he ask the men to do?

D� 5: Read Joshua 18: 11- 19: 51.
In what order did the lots fall for the tribes? 

Where did Joshua settle?

D� 6: Review Joshua 15-19:51.
     Why do you think God wanted all of these details recorded?

	 Why was it necessary to create such detailed boundaries? 

	 How is God protecting us when he gives us boundaries?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 9-one nation under god

D� 1: Read Joshua 20-21.
What is a city of refuge?

Which cities were set apart as cities of refuge?

Why were the Levites scattered throughout the land?

D� 2: Read Joshua 22: 1-9.
Why did Joshua send the Eastern tribes home?

What was his parting advice to them?

What specific instruction did he give to the half tribe of Manasseh?



D� 3: Read Joshua 22: 10-20.
How did the Western tribes react to the altar built by the Eastern tribes?

Why is it significant that Phineas was leading the confrontation? (Read Num. 25:1-13)

D� 4: Read Joshua 22: 21-29.
How do the Eastern tribes defend their altar? Why do they say they built it?

D� 5: Read Joshua 22: 30-34.
How does Phineas respond to the defense? 

D� 6: Review Joshua 15-19:51.
     What can we learn about the family of God from this story of misunderstanding between the 
 Eastern and Western tribes? 



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
week 10- Whom will you serve

D� 1: Read Joshua 23: 1-16.
What is Joshua’s charge to the leaders of Israel?

What does he say will happen if the Israelites marry the Canaanites or break the covenant?

D� 2: Read Joshua 24: 1-13.
Summarize Israel’s history as described in verses 2-13.

List all the verbs in this passage that show what God has actively done. 

(Example from verse 3: took Abraham, led him, made him many)

D� 3: Read Joshua 24: 14-18.
In your own words, what does it mean to serve the Lord in “sincerity and faithfulness”?



What reasons do the people give for choosing to serve the Lord?

D� 4: Read Joshua 24: 19-28.
What does Joshua mean when he tells the Israelites that they are “not able to serve the 
Lord”?

What are the people promising when they make this covenant?

D� 5: Read Joshua 24: 29-33.
Which three burials signify the end of an era for Israel?

Read verse 31. Is this encouraging or unsettling in your opinion?

D� 6: Review Joshua 23-24.
     Israel chose to serve the Lord with sincerity and faithfulness and to forsake foreign gods. What 
 foreign Gods or idols in your life will you choose to forsake to better focus on the Lord?



Joshua Study, Summer 2015
Sharing Day 

Tru�s learned in Joshua
• We are not alone. God is not only with us, he is within us!

• It is God’s abiding presence that gives us strength and courage.

• God measures success differently than our culture does.

• God wants us to know Him through His word, which compels us to obey Him.

• God prepares us for the tasks He sets before us.

• God has gone before us. We can trust in His provision.

• No one is too far gone to be used by God.

• God keeps his promises, protects his covenant and finishes what He starts.

• God wants us to remember his faithfulness.

• Victory is the work of God and a gift from God.

• We are set apart.

• God is actively fighting for us.

• Our mission in this age is not holy war, it is to love God and love our neighbor.

• Sin is serious to God and should be serious to us.

• God is completely trustworthy.

• There are no secret sins.

• There are no sins without consequences.

• God can redeem our bad decisions and messy relationships.

• God is sovereign over all creation. 

• God is a giver of good gifts. 

• If we ask in good faith, we will receive good gifts from our loving Father.

• Our sin can distort our view of God’s good gifts.

• God does not want us to compromise with sin.

• God loves and affirms women as equals.

• God’s promises are meant to be stimulants, not sedatives.

• God’s specific boundaries are meant for our good.

• We have the power to choose how we view God’s boundaries in our lives.

• God highly values human life because we are made in his image.

• Christ is our refuge.

• Loving God and obeying God are inseparable ideas.

• God desires unity among believers.

• We cannot serve both God and idols, we can only serve one or the other.

• Jesus is the true and better Joshua.



Questions For Shar D�
What truths stood out most to you from the study?

What chapter, story or verse was particularly impactful?

How has the study of Joshua changed your life in a practical way?

How has your view of God changed this summer?

What do you think God wants you to remember about this study?


