
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 
 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 1 
Introduction 
Scriptures: 2 Chronicles 36: 15-21, Jeremiah 29:10-14 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God always keeps his promises. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 
This summer we are studying the books of Ezra & Nehemiah (show them where they are in 
Bible). 

● They are in the Old Testament. 
● The Old Testament is the story of God and his people from the beginning of time right up 

until the birth of Jesus. 
● God’s people are called the Israelites. 

○ They were a special group of people chosen by God to be set apart from all 
the other people in the world. They were meant to do God’s work, obey God’s 
laws, worship God. 

● The Israelites could not obey God perfectly. 
○ They made a lot of mistakes. They would disobey God, and then promise not to 

do it again, but they could never keep their promise. (Do you ever promise Mom 
and Dad that you’ll never disobey them? It is a hard promise to keep, isn’t it?) 

● God kept sending messengers (called prophets) to warn his people that God would have 
to discipline them if they continued to disobey. But they didn’t listen to the messengers.  

○ Read 2 Chronicles 36: 15-16, 18-21 
■ Ask them to listen closely to find out what happened when the Israelites 

stopped listening to God. 
○ So what happened? How did God discipline them? 

■ He allowed the evil people of Babylon to take their treasures, kill many of 
their people, burn the temple and break the walls in their city Jerusalem 

■ The people who were left after all of those terrible things happened were 
taken into exile in Babylon for 70 YEARS (that’s a long time, almost a 
whole life time!) 

■ Exile means they were taken away, banished, driven out of their land, 
made to leave their city (like a really, really long time out!) 

■ While they were in exile, God’s people had to do hard work and follow the 
rules of Babylon. (Remember the story of Daniel? He was an exile in 
Babylon!)  

■ Lots of Israelites were born during the exile- they didn’t even know what it 
was like to be in their home country. All they knew was the stories they 
heard from their parents and grandparents! It must have been pretty hard 
for them to believe that God would ever take them back home. 

■ But God’s people were not without hope! He promised them that one 
day he would bring them back home. (Jeremiah 29:10-14)  And he 
would also bring a new, perfect king to Israel who would save them and 
restore them. And who do you think that perfect king was? (Jesus!) 



 
So this summer, we are going to learn about what happened when God kept his promise and 
brought his people back home to Jerusalem. 

● We’ll learn about a man named Ezra who would help rebuild God’s temple. 
● We’ll learn about a man named Nehemiah who would help rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. 
● We’ll learn how God always keeps his promises! 

 
PRAYER 
 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Exile Trip 

○ Tell the kids we are going outside. Talk about how we know and love outside, 
how it’s so wonderful, how we can’t wait to get there, etc. On the way, make 
several stops to make it take longer- stop and be quiet, do jumping jacks, etc- 
then make one final stop right in front of the outside door to talk about how it felt 
to have to wait to get outside. This is how the Israelites might have felt waiting to 
get out of exile! 

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
Who are the Israelites? 

The Israelites are God’s people, set apart to love, worship, serve and obey Him. 
 

What does exile mean? 
To be taken away, banished, driven out, thrown out, expelled 

 
Why did the Israelites go into exile? 

They disobeyed God’s law over and over and didn’t listen to his messengers 
 
What did God promise to do? 

Bring the Israelites back home to Jerusalem after 70 years of exile 


