
MARK // GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

The book of Mark includes references to names and places that are unfamiliar to us but 
would have been very meaningful to the original readers and hearers. We’ve included a 
glossary of terms to help you as you study. Note that this is not an exhaustive glossary, so 
we encourage you to look up the meaning of words you are unfamiliar with as you use the 
annotation study tool. Each entry includes Scripture references for further study. 

 
● Abba - A term of endearment referring to God, meaning “Father,” that demonstrates the 

speaker has an intimate, loving relationship with God. Jesus addresses God the Father in the 

garden of Gethsemane this way. See Mark 14:36. 
 

● Apostle - The name given to Jesus’ disciples to denote that they were “sent forth” as 

missionaries to the world in Jesus’ name. The apostles received Jesus’ teaching and were 

granted authority to perform miracles while they provided leadership to the early church.  

See Mark 3:16-19; 6:7, 30; Luke 6:13. 
 

● Battalion - A division of approximately 600 Roman soldiers, being 1/10 of a Roman legion. 

See Mark 15:16. 
 

● Best Seats in the Synagogue/Chief Seats - This phrase is part of a reproach from Jesus 

against the scribes and Pharisees. The chief seats in the synagogue were special seats set in 

front of the Ark of the Covenant which faced the congregation. These seats were reserved 

for those who were held in the highest honor within the congregation. See Matthew 23:6; 
Mark 12:39; Luke 11:43, 20:46. 
 

● Bread of the Presence - Twelve loaves of unleavened bread that were to be on constant 

display in the holy place of the sanctuary and replaced every Sabbath. They symbolized the 

covenant between God and His people, with an emphasis on His provision and sustenance. 

Only the priests were permitted to eat them. See Exodus 25:30; Leviticus 24:8; Mark 2:26. 
 

● Centurion - The commander of one hundred men within a Roman legion.  

See Mark 15:39, 44-45. 
 

● Corban - A sacrificial offering (a very general term for any kind of sacrifice). Anything 

dedicated to the temple could be declared “corban” and then technically belonged to the 

temple, but remained in the possession of the one who made the vow. See Mark 7:11. 
 

● Day of Preparation - The day before the Sabbath. It was against Jewish law to “work” on the 

Sabbath, so the day before the Sabbath was used to prepare ahead to avoid doing any work 

on the Sabbath Day. See Mark 15:42. 

 



 
● Decapolis - The name of the region occupied by a league of “ten cities.” The combination of 

these cities under Roman dominion promoted their common interests in trade and commerce 

and mutual protection. See Matthew 4:25; Mark 5:20; 7:31. 
 

● Denarius - A Roman silver coin which constituted the pay for a day’s labor and the annual 

temple tax. See Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26. 
 

● Disciple - A student of a rabbi or religious master/teacher. The student accepts the views of 

the teacher and puts those beliefs into action. This term is used to describe the followers of 

Jesus. See Matthew 9:14; 22:16; Mark 2:16; John 1:35; 4:1. 
○ The Twelve - In the Gospels, Jesus is depicted as having numerous disciples and 

followers, including women, but He specifically selected 12 men to form his inner 

circle. The Twelve were both disciples and apostles. See Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 
3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; Acts 1:13. 
 

● Elders - Forming the local tribunal and acting as a committee of management of the affairs of 

the Jewish synagogue, these men had the power to excommunicate. See Mark 7:3, 5; 8:31; 
11:27; 14:43, 53; 15:1; John 9:22; 12:42; 16:2. 
 

● Elect (The) - People chosen by God to be His followers and called to holiness and service.  

See Mark 13:22, 27. 
 

● Ephphatha - Aramaic for “Be opened!” See Isaiah 35:5; Mark 7:34. 
 

● Gospel - This word is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning “the story concerning 

God.” In the New Testament, the Greek word euaggelion means “good news.” It proclaims 

tidings of deliverance, often describing the record of the life of Jesus. See Mark 1:1; Acts 
20:24. 
 

● Hell - The place where the lost are assigned by God to eternal punishment of both body and 

soul. Jesus describes hell as involving unquenchable fire, a place where the worm does not 

die, and where those who suffer the ultimate punishment of separation from God experience 

extreme anguish with weeping and gnashing of teeth. See Matthew 8:12; 10:28; 18:8-9; Mark 
9:42-48. 
 

● Herodians - A group of people acting with the Pharisees in opposition to Jesus. They were 

not a religious sect, but a court or political party, supporters of the dynasty of Herod. They 

believed Jesus’ influence with the people was antagonistic to their interests. Jesus’ warning 

to His disciples to “beware of the leaven of Herod” was reference to the sneaky and harmful 

spirit of this party. See Matthew 22:16; Mark 3:6; 8:15; 12:13. 
 

 



● Kingdom of God (of Heaven) - God’s kingdom was established on earth in Jesus’ ministry 

and through His disciples, but it will not be fully realized until Christ comes back again.  

See Matthew 4:23; 13:11; Mark 1:15; 10:14-15; 12:34; 14:25; 15:43; Luke 8:1; 9:2. 
 

● Parable - A story that incorporates concrete and realistic images from the daily life of the 

audience in order to compare two objects together in a simile. Jesus used parables to reveal 

the spiritual truth of the Kingdom of God to His disciples while concealing it from the Jews 

who did not recognize Jesus as Messiah. See Mark 3:23; 4:10-13. 
 

● Passover - Occuring in spring, Passover is a Jewish holiday commemorating their deliverance 

from Egypt. Passover is observed with rituals and a meal to reactualize the night God’s 

destroyer spared the Israelites in Egypt. See Numbers 9:1-5; Joshua 5:10-11; 2 Kings 23:21-23; 
2 Chronicles 30; 35:1-19; Mark 14:1, 12-16. 

○ Feast (Festival) of Unleavened Bread - The single day of Passover was joined by a 

weeklong celebration known as the Festival of Unleavened Bread, where all males 

were required to make a pilgrimage to the sanctuary and offer the first-fruits of the 

barley harvest. See Leviticus 23:9-14; Mark 14:1, 12. 
 

● Pharisees - A religious and political group that were against Jesus’ teachings, mostly due to 

His different approach to the Sabbath observance and to ritual purity. See Mark 2:18; 2:24; 
7:1-5; 8:11-15; 10:2; 12:13. 

○ Scribes (of the Pharisees) - A Jewish man whose business was the study and 

knowledge of the Law. See Mark 2:16. 
○ Disciples of the Pharisees - A learner/scholar of the Pharisees’ teachings and laws. 

Also desired to put them into practice. See Mark 2:18. 
 

● Priest - The minister of sacred things who represented God to the people and vice versa. The 

priests were seen as holy and ministered before God by offering sacrifices. The priests in the 

New Testament followed the role assigned by Moses in the Old Covenant. The priests 

generally opposed Jesus’ ministry and played a role in His trial and crucifixion. See Exodus 28; 
29; Mark 14:53-65. 

○ Chief/High Priest - The leader of the Levitical clan that oversaw Israel's sacrificial 

system. This position was the holiest of positions, so those who held it wore more 

magnificent clothes than the other priests. In Jesus’ time, the high priest was the chief 

social and religious leader among the Jews, presiding over the Sanhedrin. The high 

priest interrogated Jesus about his status as the Messiah and proclaimed him guilty of 

blasphemy. See Exodus 28; 39; Mark 14:60-64. 
○ Servant of the High Priest - The servant served the High Priest.  Girls were included 

in this role. See Mark 14:47, 66. 
 

● Rabbi - Means “My Lord” or “My Master,” a title given to Jesus by His disciples. It is a term 

used by the Jews for their religious teachers of the Mosaic Law which communicates honor 

 



and respect. “Rabboni” is the Aramaic form of the title “Rabbi.” See Matthew 23:8; Mark 9:5; 
10:51; 11:21; 14:45; John 1:38; 20:16. 
 

● Sabbath - The seventh day of the week in which man is to cease and desist from all 

work/secular labors in order to keep a day holy to God and rest. The day is modeled after 

God’s resting on the seventh day of creation and observance is included in the Ten 

Commandments. See Exodus 16:23-30; 20:8-11; Mark 2:23-28. 
 

● Sadducees - The aristocracy of the Jewish priesthood that dominated the Sanhedrin in Jesus’ 

time. They didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead or in angels or spirits. See Mark 12:18; 
Acts 5:17; 23:8. 

 
● Sanhedrin - The highest Jewish council/tribunal of 71 members in Jerusalem and two 

separate lower tribunals consisting of 23 members. Each tried cases concerning Jewish laws. 

Sanhedrin means “court of justice.” The Sanhedrin contained members from the Sadducees 

and the Pharisees. Made up of “the high priest, all the chief priests, the elders and the 

teachers of the law,” they played a part in Jesus’ execution as well as the persecution of the 

early church. See Matthew 5:22; 10:17; Mark 13:9; 14:53-55; 15:1. 
○ Council (the Whole) - An assembly of advisers who belonged to the Sanhedrin. See 

Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50. 
 

● Satan/Beelzebub/Devil - The Hebrew word means “accuser,” “adversary” or “opponent.” 

Satan first appears in Genesis 3 as the serpent enticing humankind to sin. He is the ruler of 

the demons whom Jesus encounters in the wilderness. On judgment day, Satan will be cast 

into the lake of fire along with all of God’s enemies. See Mark 1:12-13; Revelation 20:14-15. 
○ Demons/Evil Spirits - Spirits associated with physical illness, madness and 

fortune-telling. Jesus shows his Lordship over Satan’s demons by casting them out. 

See Mark 1:23-26; 5:1-15. 
 

● Scriptures (The) - A term used in reference to the Old Testament. Jesus used the Scriptures 

from Moses through the prophets in order to explain everything about Himself as the 

anticipated Messiah. See Mark 12:10. 
 

● Synagogue - A place where a Jewish congregation meets, serving as both a religious and civic 

center for the Jewish community. It was one of the most important religious institutions of 

the Jews during Jesus’ time. See Mark 1:21-27; 5:22-43; Acts 13:43; 16:13. 
○ Rulers of the Synagogue - Leaders who were responsible for the physical upkeep of 

the building and the arrangements of worship in the Jewish synagogue. The ruler 

decided who was to be called upon to read from the Law and the Prophets and to 

preach in addition to maintaining order. See Mark 5:22, 35; Luke 13:14; Acts 13:15; 
18:8, 17.  

 



○ The Servants - Individuals who kept the synagogue clean and paid attention to the 

building’s lighting. The servants also delivered punishments to synagogue members. 

See Matthew 10:17; Mark 13:9. 
 

● Syrophoenician (or Gentile) - A person of Canannanite descent, a native of the Phoenician 

seaboard. See Mark 7:26. 
 

● Tax Collectors (Publicans) - People employed within the Roman Empire to collect taxes in 

the provinces. Tax collectors often collected more than the required tax from the people to 

keep as their compensation for their position. They were despised by the Jews for being 

greedy and were seen as traitors since they worked for the Romans. Tax collectors were 

associated with Gentiles and sinners. Jesus was criticized by the Jewish leaders for 

welcoming tax collectors, including calling one as His disciple-- Matthew.  

See Matthew 5:46-47; 11:19; 21:32; Mark 2:13-17. 
 

● Temple - The sacred house of the God of Israel. It was the visible presence of God and 

embodied the political and religious aspirations of the people. The first temple was built by 

Solomon but destroyed during the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Solomon’s temple 

was rebuilt by the Jews who returned from exile under the decree of the Persian king Darius. 

Later Herod the Great rebuilt the temple, where it became the religious and political center 

of the city of Jerusalem. Herod’s temple was destroyed in AD 70. See 2 Chronicles 36; Ezra 
6:1-5; Mark 11:15-17. 

 
● Transfiguration - The transformed appearance of Jesus on a mountain in front of three 

disciples in which His inward, hidden glory became visible. See Matthew 16:28-17:9; Mark 
9:1-10; Luke 9:27-36; 2 Peter 1:16-18. 
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