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SESSION 1

● Welcome
● What to expect from us
● What we expect from you
● Study Overview
● Hosea in the Big Story of the Bible
● Hosea’s Context

○ 5 Context Questions

● Major Themes
● A Note about Idol Worship
● Homework for Session 2



WHAT TO EXPECT FROM US

● We will come alongside you.
● We will challenge you.
● We will be learning with you.
● We will come prepared.
● We will direct you to the Lord.



WHAT WE EXPECT FROM YOU

● Come willing to learn.
● Come ready to share.
● Come having done the homework.
● Come with your questions.
● Come with your imperfections.



STUDY OVERVIEW

1. Introduction (Context)
2. Hosea 1-3 (Annotation)
3. Hosea 1-3 (Cross References)
4. Hosea 4-6:3 (Comparing Translations)
5. Hosea 6:4-7:16 (Word Study)
6. Hosea 8-10 (Outlining)
7. Hosea 11-12 (Paraphrasing)
8. Hosea 13-14 (Commentary)



HOSEA IN THE BIG STORY OF THE BIBLE

● Where does it fall in the metanarrative?
○ Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration (also called Consummation or New Creation)

○ Timeline handout

● Where does it fall in the canon (order) of Scripture?
○ First of the twelve minor prophets

● Divided Kingdom
● Contemporary books

○ Isaiah (S)

○ Amos and Jonah (N)

○ Micah (N and S)



DIVIDED KINGDOM

Northern Kingdom(N)= Israel
● Also referred to as Ephraim in 

Hosea
● 10 Northern tribes
● Capital: Samaria

Southern Kingdom(S)= Judah
● 2 Southern tribes (Judah and 

Benjamin)
● Capital: Jerusalem 



HOSEA’S CONTEXT

Who wrote Hosea?

● Hosea, son of Beeri
● No record of his life outside this book
● Likely served as a prophet for 25-30 years, possibly up to 40
● Hosea means “salvation” or “deliverer”



HOSEA’S CONTEXT
When was Hosea written?

● Approx. 750-715BC
○ 2 centuries after the kingdom divided

● Hosea’s ministry began during the reigns of Uzziah (S) and Jeroboam II (N)
○ “Second Golden Age of God’s People”

○ Increase in prosperity = Increase in unfaithfulness 

○ Corruption in government, no sense of responsibility for the poor while the rich indulged

○ Active military campaigns against enemies in Judah



HOSEA’S CONTEXT
When was Hosea written?

● After Jeroboam II dies, the Northern kingdom begins to unravel
○ Six kings in 30 years

● Political conflict and calamity looming
○ Assyrians growing in power

○ Perennial threat of conquest and exile for Israel



HOSEA’S CONTEXT

To whom was Hosea written?

● First hearers: Israelites in the Northern Kingdom
● Second hearers (or first readers): Israelites in the Southern Kingdom



HOSEA’S CONTEXT

In what style was Hosea written?

● Prophecy
● Literary form: satirical poetry with legal indictment undertone
● Full of figurative language and assumed knowledge of the readers



HOSEA’S CONTEXT

Why was it written?

● Hosea’s priorities:
○ To see Israel turn back to God (from Baal specifically)

○ To show them their spiritual adultery

○ To warn them of coming judgment

○ To show them the redeeming love of God

○ To give them future hope



BAAL WORSHIP

● Baal: A weather and fertility god worshipped by the Canaanites
● Worshipped at various shrines (Baal-peor, Baal-gad, etc)
● Activities connected with Baal worship:

○ Drunkenness, bestiality, human sacrifice, mutilations, incest, ritual prostitution (most relevant to 

Hosea)

● How did Israel get here? (Psalm 106: 34-43)
● Baal worship is spiritual adultery.

○ God demands that his people worship Him alone. 



MAJOR THEMES

● God’s faithfulness to an unfaithful people
● God’s inexhaustible, redeeming love and mercy
● Idol worship and its consequences
● Hope for healing and restoration through repentance
● The personal nature of God



WHAT CAN WE EXPECT THE READING OF HOSEA 
TO DO?

● Stir in us passion and jealousy for God
○ Commitment to Him and his church

○ Heartbreak over sin

○ Enthusiasm to serve

○ Love for the lost

● Expose our unfaithfulness and fickle love (2:3)
● Make us uncomfortable as God pursues, rebukes, maybe even wounds us
● Show God as winsome, alluring, tender, healing, reviving

(Tim Chester)



HOMEWORK FOR SESSION 2 (Hosea 1-3)

● Pray
● Read or listen to Hosea 1-3 several times
● Begin Annotation (Taking Notes) of Hosea 1-3 on your Hosea Print Out

○ Look for God’s “I Will” Statements

○ Begin using the Attributes of God Handout, if desired

● Answer the Session 2 Discussion Questions
● Fill out the Response Questions Handout, if desired (you may want to save this 

for next week)


