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AT HOME IN THE WORD 

PRACTICE PDF // COMMENTARY 
 

WHAT IS CONSIDERED COMMENTARY? 
Any resource that “comments” on a passage of the Bible is considered commentary. Commentary is 

opinion or interpretation of God’s Word. This includes books, lectures, pre-packaged Bible studies or 

devotionals, teaching given at Bible studies, blog articles or bible study websites, the notes 

underneath the text in your study Bibles, sermons, podcasts, even conversations with friends.   

 

WHY USE COMMENTARY? 
Commentary adds to our understanding of the text and reminds us we are part of a greater 

community of believers, past and present, whose wisdom in the Lord is valuable to us. 

 

WHEN DO I USE IT? 
We recommend saving this tool until the end of your study of a particular passage, after you have 

explored the passage with a variety of other study tools. Leave room for the Holy Spirit to teach you 

before you jump to the interpretations of others. 

 

When you’ve reached the commentary step, add any new insights to your notes. 

 

HOW DO I FIND TRUSTED RESOURCES? 
Ask trusted friends, Bible teachers or pastors for recommendations, check out a church library, or 

email us! We’d be happy to help you find a commentary.  

 

PRACTICE // USING COMMENTARY 
Find a commentary on the passage of Scripture you’re currently studying, or follow the directions 

below: 

 

Read Mark 1. Employ several study tools, like exploring context, annotation, cross referencing, 

looking up definitions, responding to the text and paraphrasing (or any other tools you’re familiar 

with). When you are satisfied with your comprehension of the passage, choose one or more of the 

following options and take note of any new insights: 

1. Read the section on Mark 1 from Mark For Everyone by NT Wright 

2. Listen to one or more sermons from Mark 1, (We recommend Bridgetown Church or the 

Austin Stone) 

 

This worksheet is  a companion to the Commentary video  in Dayton Women in the Word’s At Home in the 
Word Video Series. Please watch the video for a more in-depth discussion about using commentary in Bible 
study. 


