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AT HOME IN THE WORD 

PRACTICE PDF // OUTLINING 
 

WHY OUTLINE? 
Outlining passages of Scripture helps us to summarize what we are reading in the text. 

 

HOW DO I OUTLINE? 
When you’re outlining, you’re creating an ordered list of main topics and supporting ideas in the text. 

Your outline can be as simple or as complex as you like. There is no “right way” to outline. Let the Spirit 

lead. Try bullet points, numbers, Roman numerals, pictures, idea webs/clusters, arrows or shapes - 

whatever helps you to organize the truths of the Word. 

 

Choose a passage to outline. Read over that section, summarize the main idea in a short phrase and 

use that as the title of your outline. Then begin noting supporting ideas beneath it. If you are outlining 

after you’ve answered the Responding to the Text questions (See our Responding to the Text video), 

the answer to the question “What does it say?” can help you here. 

 

Feel free to revise as you go. Avoid comparing yourself to others if you’re practicing this tool in a 

group setting. Remember that outlining is primarily an exercise to help your personal understanding.  

 

If you need help after you’ve tried outlining yourself first, consult the headings in your Bible. You can 

also find outlines in the introductory material of a study Bible and in many commentaries. 
 

PRACTICE // OUTLINING 
Choose a chapter from the book of the Bible you are currently reading and create an outline. You can 

also try outlining one of the passages below: 

 

Revelation 2-3 

 

 

 

Exodus 7-11 

 

 

 

Titus 1-2  

 

 

This worksheet is  a companion to the Outlining video  in Dayton Women in the Word’s At Home in the 
Word Video Series. Please watch the video for a more in-depth discussion about outlining  in Bible study. 


