
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 11 
Nehemiah 12-13 
Scripture: “And the joy of Jerusalem was heard from far away.” Nehemiah 12:43 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God is our joy! 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week learned that we can turn to God any time and trust him to help us. The 
Israelites made a new covenant (promise) to God that they would take care of God’s 
house, the temple. 

● Then they dedicated the temple. 
○ What does dedicate mean? 

■ To devote something for a special purpose. 
■ The people of God were telling everyone that the temple was special to 

them. It was the special place where the priests could interact with God. 
● At the dedication, they were so happy! They sang and played instruments and thanked 

God for his faithfulness. They worshipped God together with music. 
● The priests also purified themselves, the people, the gates and the wall. 

○ What does purify mean? 
■ To make something clean.  
■ They were cleaning themselves and the walls to prepare themselves for 

worship and service in the temple. God cannot be around things that are 
not clean, so he asked the Israelites to clean themselves in a special way 
before they could come close to him. 

■ This is still true today for us. Our insides, our hearts are not clean and this 
keeps us away from God. But God sent Jesus to live a perfect life and die 
for us to give us new, clean hearts! When we believe in Jesus, we can 
know God the Father and be near him because Jesus makes us clean. 

● The bible says all the people rejoiced with GREAT joy- men, women and children, too! It 
says “the joy of Jerusalem was heard from far away.” 

○ God is our joy! It is a joy to be near him and to serve him.  
● After they finished their celebration, they made sure that the priests in the temple had 

everything they needed to do their special jobs for God. Their joy led them to be 
obedient to God!  

● That would be a nice, happy ending to the story, wouldn’t it? There is one last part of the 
story that is important for us to know. 

○ Even though the Israelites made a new promise to obey God and take care of his 
house the temple, they were not able to keep it. They messed up again and 
disobeyed God.  

○ Nehemiah stood up for what was right and reminded the people of their 
promises. It was very important to him to honor God and it should be important 
for us, too. He made sure to do what was right in God’s eyes. 

○ But Nehemiah alone could not solve the people’s problem of sin. God’s people 
would continue to sin over and over again and so do we. But God loves us, and 
he knows we are not perfect. He wants to be with us, but can’t be with us when 
we are in sin. He sent Jesus to live a perfect, sinless life and die as our sacrifice 
so that we could be together! God loves us and wants to be with us, and only 
Jesus can make us clean so that we can be with God. 

○ Knowing that Jesus saved us should give us lots of joy, just like the Israelites! 



PRAYER 
Lord, you are awesome, perfect, loving and mighty. Thinking about you and how 

well you love us gives us joy! We want to praise you today for your great love and 
faithfulness and for sending Jesus to make us clean so that we can be near you. We love 
you, God! Amen 
 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Make Shaker Instruments and Play Them! 

○ Materials: small cups or paper tubes, duct tape, decorative tape, beans 
○ Give each child a cup/tube and fill it with some beans. Cover up the open end 

with duct tape, then add the decorative tape.  
○ Have the kids parade around and play their instruments! 

● Sing praise songs together 
 

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
What were the Israelites celebrating? 

God’s faithfulness and protection 
 
How did they show their joy? 

Singing, playing music, giving thanks 
 
Where does our joy come from? 

God! 


