
Week 5 Group Discussion questions 
 

• What happened in our reading? Summarize (Comprehension) 
• Transformed Hearts 

o Ezra 7:10 is one of our theme verses for summer study. It reads “For Ezra 
had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord and to do it and to teach 
his statutes and rules in Israel.”  

o What do you think is the significance of the order 1. Study 2. Do 3. Teach 
in this verse and in Ezra’s life? 

o God wants to build within us before he builds through us. How is God 
building within you? How is God using your transformed heart to do and 
teach His Word? 

• Willingness 
o In Ezra 8, Ezra realizes there are no Levites returning with him, so he has 

to stop and make a special call for Levites to join their party. It seems as 
though they are too comfortable in Babylon to join in the unknown of the 
journey to rebuild Jerusalem. 

o God has designed you uniquely, with purpose, to glorify his name. Are 
you willing to leave your comforts to go? In what ways are you waiting for 
someone else to go, to volunteer? 

• Security/God Listens 
o Ezra 8 describes a fast and prayer. What was the purpose behind the 

fasting and praying?   
o Where are we looking for protection? What are we asking God to protect 

us from? 
o How did God respond to their entreaty? Are we relying on our own 

strength or on God’s? How are we imploring him to accomplish his work? 
• Confession and Holiness 

o In Ezra 9-10, Ezra learns of intermarriage, is greatly distressed, makes 
public confession, and begins to lead the people in systematic separation 
from the foreign wives and children. 

o Is God encouraging divorce? Why or why not?  What other Scriptures in 
the Bible encourage your decision?  

o God is calling us to be holy, set apart for his glory. The foreign wives did 
not worship God and would lead to idolatry. Is there any relationships or 
sinful patterns in your life that are causing you to be separated from God?  

o What do you need to confess and ask God to cleanse you of? “If we 
confess our sin, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and will 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 4:19 

o Has God ever called you to “be strong and do it,” and begin the difficult 
process of separating from your sin?  

• How did the homework go? 
	


