
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 6 
Nehemiah 1-2 
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God has perfect timing and a perfect plan. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week, we finished the book of Ezra. Do you remember what we learned? 
○ Ezra was a man of prayer and studied the bible, God heard and answered his 

prayer, God takes sin seriously and wants to help his people stay holy, etc 
● This week we are starting the book of Nehemiah. (Show them where it is in the Bible.) 
● Nehemiah lived at the same time as Ezra did. He had an important job in the 

government in Persia- he was the cupbearer to the king. That means he protected 
the king’s cup to make sure no one would poison it- people used to try to kill kings that 
way. So he was very close to the king, King Artaxerxes. 

● Nehemiah found out from his brother and some other men who had been to 
Jerusalem that the walls were broken. This made Nehemiah very sad.  

○ Why was he sad? 
■ Broken walls meant that the people in Jerusalem were not protected. 

They could be attacked by enemies, wild animals, weather, etc. The 
people felt ashamed of their broken city and Nehemiah was sad for his 
people. 

● Nehemiah cried, fasted and prayed for days. He asked God to forgive the people 
for their sins, for not keeping God’s rules. He asked God to remember what he told 
Moses long ago- that he would return to his people if they returned to him.  

○ Have you ever asked God to forgive you when you did something wrong? Have 
you ever asked God to do that for someone else, too? 

■ God hears our prayers and forgives us when we ask him to. Not only can 
we pray for ourselves, but we can pray for others! 

● After Nehemiah prays this prayer, FOUR months go by. That is a long time to be 
sad, isn’t it? The bible doesn’t tell us what he was doing during that time, but he was 
probably praying, talking to God, waiting on God to tell him what he should do about the 
walls.  

○ There are lots of sad things happening in our world, but God doesn’t expect us to 
fix them all ourselves, or fix them right away. God gives each person special jobs 
to do for his kingdom. God stirred up Nehemiah’s heart to be sad for Jerusalem 
because he knew that Nehemiah’s special job was going to be to rebuild the 
walls. 

○ You have a special job to do for God, too! Right now, some important jobs to 
learn to do are to obey your parents, to treat friends and siblings with love and 
kindness, to share God’s love with people, etc. You can ask God what your 
special job is and he will tell you! 

● Remember when I said Nehemiah was the cupbearer to the king? That is very 



important to the story now. One day, the king noticed that Nehemiah was sad and 
he asked why. Nehemiah prayed, and then told him about the walls in Jerusalem 
and asked the king if he could go there and rebuild the walls. This was a very brave 
thing to do, since he had an important job with the king and he might not want to let him 
go. 

● But guess what? The king let Nehemiah go and even gave him supplies to finish the 
walls and to finish his own house. God had prepared the king’s heart for this very 
moment! 

● So Nehemiah set out to Jerusalem. He had to start his work in secret because he 
already had some enemies that didn’t want him to finish the wall. 

○ The bible tells us that Nehemiah inspected the broken walls at night time so that 
no one would see him. 

○ When he was ready, he told the Jews and officials in Jerusalem that it was time 
to build the walls and not be ashamed of their city anymore. He reassured them 
that they had the favor of God and the favor of the king, and encouraged them to 
start the work with God’s strength.  

● So what should we remember from today’s lesson about God? 
○ God has perfect timing and a perfect plan. 
○ God made sure that every part of our story happened at just the right time 

and in the right way. He sent Nehemiah’s brother to tell him about the walls at 
the right time. Nehemiah spent time in prayer and listened to God about when the 
perfect time to talk to the king. God prepared the heart of the king to be ready to 
listen and respond to Nehemiah at just the right time. Nehemiah arrived in 
Jerusalem at just the right time- before anyone had attacked them- and inspected 
the walls at the perfect time- at night, so he wasn’t seen.  

○ Because Nehemiah was close to God and listening to him, he knew just 
when to act. Sometimes we hear that something bad or sad is happening and 
we want to act right away, but God wants us to wait. It is good for us to learn to 
wait because God often makes us wait for things that we want because he loves 
us and knows just the right time to give it to us. But it is worth it to wait! 

○ God is in total control of everything in our world. Time, people, things, 
weather, events.. He controls it all. Nothing surprises him or catches him off 
guard. He’s also knows everything and is perfectly fair, so we can trust him to 
organize things for our good and not for our harm. 

■ When it seems like God is taking a long time with something we want or 
need, he always has a reason why. Sometimes we get to know the 
reason, sometimes we don’t. The bible says God is patient with us and 
our sin so that more people can come to be part of his family. God loves 
us so much and that love is what drives his plans! 

  
PRAYER 

● God, thank you that you are in control and we are not. You have perfect timing and a 
perfect plan for our lives. Help us to trust you and believe that all your plans our good. 
Teach us how to be patient and wait for you. Amen 

 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Wall-building craft 



○ Supplies: plain construction paper, pre-cut construction paper rectangles, glue 
sticks 

○ Give each child a blank piece of construction paper and a pile of pre-cut squares. 
Tell them to build a wall by gluing the squares onto their paper. 

○ While they craft, talk again about why building a wall was so important for 
Jerusalem (to protect them from enemies, to remove their shame, etc) 

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
 
What happened when Nehemiah prayed? 

● God heard and answered, and the King let him go to Jerusalem and gave him all he 
needed for the trip. 

 
Is God’s plan just good or is it perfect? 

● It is perfect! No one can make a better plan than God. 
 
 
 


