
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 7 
Nehemiah 3-4 
Scripture: Nehemiah 4:6: “So we built the wall...for the people had a mind to work.” 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God gives us work to do and helps us do it. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week, you learned about Nehemiah. What do you remember? Who was he? 
○ Nehemiah was cupbearer to the king, he heard Jerusalem’s walls were broken 

down, prayed to God for how he could help, asked the king to let him leave and 
build walls, began inspecting the walls. 

● This week, we’re going to learn what happens next in the story. The building! 
● In chapter 3 of Nehemiah, we learn about all the people who helped to build the walls. 

People from all over the city with different jobs helped build! The priests helped, rulers 
helped, women and girls helped, artisans (like goldsmiths, merchants and perfumers) 
helped- everyone pitched in to get the job done so that it could be finished really fast. 

○ The people were happy to help rebuild the walls near their houses so that they 
could be protected from attack. They didn’t know it, but they were building the 
wall that Jesus would one day walk along and fixing the gate that Jesus would 
enter the city through. Isn’t that cool? 

● Do you think it was easy to build the wall? Do you think their enemies were happy to see 
the wall going up? 

○ No. The enemies did not want them to finish the wall.  
○ Two men called Sanballat and Tobiah were very angry and made fun of the Jews 

for rebuilding. They thought they were weak and could not do it.  
○ They also thought their wall would be weak. Tobiah said that if a fox walked on 

their wall it would break down!  
○ They were scared that .. 

● Nehemiah heard these things and prayed for God to bring justice on these enemies. 
○ What is justice? 

■ Justice is getting what you deserve, according to the law. 
● They prayed and kept right on building. The bible says in Nehemiah 4:6 that “the people 

had a mind to work.” 
○ Do you have “a mind to work?” 

■ Having a mind to work means you have set your mind on getting a job 
done and you’ll do whatever you need to do to finish it well. 

○ When your parents ask you to do chores or help around the house, do you do it 
happily or do you grumble?  

○ Do you know that when you are obeying your parents you are doing work for 
God? All of us have jobs to do for God. We are meant to be workers! God gave 
Adam and Eve jobs all the way back in Genesis, and he gives us jobs, too. But 
we don’t work to get God to love us. We work for God because we know how 
much he already loves us! We don’t have to work to earn God’s love.  

○ We’ll talk a little more about the job Jesus gives us later. 



● While the Israelites were building, Sanballat and Tobiah and others plotted against them. 
They wanted to come and fight Jerusalem and distract them from the work. Again, 
Nehemiah and his people prayed for God to protect them. It seemed like everyone was 
against them! Even some people inside the city said that they couldn’t rebuild on their 
own. 

○ Do you ever have a job at home that you feel like is too big for you? Like cleaning 
your whole room when it’s really dirty? Or cleaning up a mess that got bigger 
than you expected? Some of the Jews felt that way. But Nehemiah didn’t! He 
remembered that God was the one who would make sure the job got done. 

● Nehemiah responded to the fear and doubt of the Jews by getting the city ready for 
attack. He stationed guards along the walls to protect the people while they were 
building. He told everyone, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great 
and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and 
your homes.” Neh 4:14 

● When we remember how good and awesome God is, we don’t have to be afraid! We can 
be free to do his work without fear. 

● The enemies heard about Nehemiah’s guards and they went away. The bible says God 
frustrated their plans (Neh 4:15). That means God is the reason that their plans of attack 
didn’t work .God was in control and protected his people just like they asked him to! 

● For the rest of the building, each builder did their work with one hand and held his 
weapon with the other (Neh 4:17). They were all working far apart from each other, so 
they used a trumpet as an alarm if anything happened to them. They really believe that 
God would fight for them and protect them. Because they trusted God, they could do 
their work without fear! 

● Sometimes God asks us to do hard things, but he promises to always be with us while 
we do them. 

○ What are some hard things God asks you to do? 
■ Be kind to your siblings, obey your parents, etc 

○ Do you know what our main job is to do when we follow Jesus? 
■ Jesus gave us the job of making disciples. That means telling other 

people about Jesus, teaching them what he taught us, and asking them to 
join the family of God and start making disciples, too.  

■ When Jesus died, he made it possible for us to be adopted into God’s 
family. Being in God’s family is the best, and we want others to come join 
the family, too! So let’s pray that God helps us with the job of following 
him and helping others do that, too. 
 

  
PRAYER 

Lord, thank you for making us part of the big family of God. Help us to work together as a 
family to build your kingdom. Thank you for loving us enough to send Jesus! Help us to respond 
to your love by obeying your commands. Amen 
 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Teamwork Games 

○ Keep the Balloon off the Ground 
■ Blow up one balloon (or more if you have more kids). Have them work 



together to see how long they can keep it off the ground. Time them if you 
want to! Talk about how the balloon can stay up longer when they work as 
a team, just like the building of the wall went better when they worked as 
a team.  

○ Transfer balls from one bucket to another as a team using no hands. 
○ Transfer water from one large bucket to a smaller container; passing them down 

the line using cups or their hands, and see who fills up the smaller container first. 
 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
 
Who helped Nehemiah build the wall around Jerusalem? 

Everyone! Families, royals, women, everyone helped to get the job done. 
 
What did they do when enemies wanted to stop the work? 

They prayed for the enemies to go away and kept working. 
 
What special work does God give us to do? 

To follow Jesus, to make disciples, to obey his commands, etc 
 
 


