
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 8 
Nehemiah 5-7 
Scripture: James 1:5: If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously 
to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God gives us wisdom to do what is right. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week, you learned that God gives us jobs to do and helps us do it. 
○ Do you remember some of the jobs God gives us? 

■ To make disciples, to obey our parents.. 
● This week, we’re going to learn more about Nehemiah and how the wall was finished. 
● At the end of our story last week, the Israelites were working on the wall with one hand 

on their tools and one hand on their swords. God was protecting them and helping 
them get the job done, but it was a really hard job. Everyone had to stop their 
normal jobs to do this very important and urgent one. 

● The people were having trouble keeping up all of their jobs. They were worried and told 
Nehemiah about what was happening. 

○ They were worried about not having enough to eat and that the rulers were taking 
advantage of them and their land. They were hurt that their Jewish brothers 
kicked them when they were down instead of helping them.  

● Nehemiah was angry when he heard this and told the people in charge that they should 
take care of their Jewish brothers, and not take advantage of them. He reminded them 
not to act like their enemies were acting. 

○ Do mom and dad ever warn you about things before you do them? Do they ever 
remind you about something you did before that wasn’t a good idea and ask you 
not to do it again? 

○ This happens a lot in the bible. God himself warns his people or he uses his 
prophets to warn them before they get into trouble.  

○ God gave Nehemiah wisdom to know right from wrong. 
■ Wisdom is having experience and knowledge, knowing good from bad 

and right from wrong. 
■ God gives us wisdom from others and from his Spirit to protect us and 

teach us the right way to go. Sometimes it is hard for us to know what is 
right and wrong. But God tells us that we can always ask him for wisdom 
and he’ll give it to us for free! (James 1:5) 

● So Nehemiah told them to make a new start. Everyone chose to do the right thing and 
treat their Jewish brothers fairly. They listened to God’s wisdom when Nehemiah 
reminded them of the right thing to do. 

● The Bible tells us that Nehemiah was a leader who loved God and was not greedy.  
○ His enemies did not see him that way! They wanted to hurt him and accused him 

of wanting to become the king of Israel. 
● How do you think Nehemiah replied? Do you think he was scared? 

○ Nope! Nehemiah trusted God. He knew they wanted to scare him because they 



were really the ones who were scared. Nehemiah did not stop his work and he 
kept asking God to make his hands strong so he could finish it.  

● The enemies even sent someone to tempt Nehemiah to sin.  
○ Again, God gave Nehemiah wisdom and he saw that he was being tricked. He 

didn’t fall for it! 
○ The enemy (the devil, satan) tries to trick us all the time. We need God’s wisdom 

to know the difference between what’s true and what is a lie. When we know 
God’s Word, then we know what is true!  

● So Nehemiah and the people continued the work. And soon, the wall was finished! It 
only took them 52 days! (That’s less than summer vacation.)  

○ When the enemies heard, they were afraid. The bible says they could tell that 
God had helped the Israelites finish it because it was done so quickly. 

● Because of Nehemiah’s wise choices, the wall was finished quickly and the people of 
Israel were protected. Nehemiah knew God, knew his Word, and knew what to do to 
honor him.  

○ Today, we have God’s Word and God’s Spirit living inside us to help us learn 
right from wrong. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be our helper and our teacher. 
Jesus knows we can’t be perfect and we need someone to help us follow him. 
Let’s ask God to give us wisdom right now. 

 
  
PRAYER 

God, give us wisdom to know right from wrong. Teach us in your Word and with 
your Spirit how to follow your voice and make choices that honor you. Thank you that 
because of Jesus, we can come to you and ask you for wisdom and you promise to give 
it to us! Amen 
 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Blindfolded Maze Walk 

○ Supplies: fabric or handkerchiefs for blindfolds, masking tape to mark maze 
○ Use masking tape or other markings to create a maze on the ground. 
○ Put the children in pairs. Ask one child to put on the blindfold; the other child will 

act as their guide through the maze. Have them try several ways of guiding- by 
voice or by touch. Talk about how the closer we are to our guide, the easier it is 
to know where to go- the closer we are to the Lord, the better we can hear him 
and follow him on the right path. 

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
 
What is wisdom? 

Knowing right from wrong. 
 
Where does wisdom come from? 

From God! 
 
How did Nehemiah show he had wisdom? 

By leading people to make wise choices, knowing the enemies were tricking him, etc 


