
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 9 
Nehemiah 8-9 
Scripture: “And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.” Nehemiah 8:3 
 
MAIN TRUTH: Reading God’s Word makes us want to be more like him.  
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week, we learned that the wall was finished! We learned about how God gave 
Nehemiah wisdom to make good choices and lead the people well. 

○ Do you remember what wisdom is? 
■ Knowing the difference between right and wrong. 

○ And where do we get wisdom? 
■ From God and his Word! 

● This week, we are going to see what happens when the wall is done.  
● Do you remember Ezra from the beginning of the summer? He was a priest and scribe 

living at the same time as Nehemiah who knew God’s Word really well and wanted 
others to know it, too. 

○ Why is it important for us to know God’s Word? 
■ Like we talked about last week, knowing God’s Word helps us to know the 

difference between right and wrong, but that’s not the most important 
thing about the bible. The Bible helps us to know God- to know who 
he is and what he is like. And when we learn who he is and what he is 
like- loving, merciful, just, etc- we want to be more like him! 

● So Ezra gathered all the people into the square and read the Bible to all the people 
who could understand. He read it all day long and the people paid attention the whole 
time! The loved hearing about God and they responded by worshiping him. When people 
had trouble understanding things, there were priests in the crowd to help explain things 
to them. 

● After they were done reading, Ezra and Nehemiah called the day holy. 
○ What does it mean to be holy? 

■ Set apart for God’s special purposes 
○ They told the people to be joyful, because God would make them strong. The 

priests comforted people who were sad over their sin and everyone worshiped 
together because they were learning who God was. 

● Next, they had a big celebration called the Feast of Booths! God commanded them 
to have this big party to remember how he took care of them in the wilderness. They 
would gather branches from trees and make little outdoor shelters to stay in for a week. 
It was like everyone in the city was outside camping together! It was a big, fun family 
celebration. 

○ Why were they celebrating? 
■ Because God took care of them in the desert and he continued to take 

care of them in Jerusalem. God is the same, always and forever! He is 
always good, he is always faithful, he is always loving. 

● A little while after this joyful celebration, the people held a fast (remember fasting? Not 



eating to spend time focusing on God?). They wanted to confess all of the wrong things 
they did to God, and ask him for forgiveness. 

○ What is confession? 
■ Admitting you have done something wrong. 

○ What is repentance? 
■ Repentance is turning away from something bad to something good, 

making a decision not to do the wrong thing anymore 
● The bible shares Ezra’s prayer of confession. In his prayer, he thanks God for all the 

things he has done for the nation of Israel. Can you think of any of the awesome things 
that God did for his people in the Old Testament? Let’s think of some. 

○ Made heaven and earth, promised to give Abraham land and children, saved the 
people from slavery in Egypt, parted the Red Sea, kept them alive in the desert, 
gave them the law, gave them the Promised land and protected them from 
enemies, forgave them and saved them from trouble over and over and over! 

● When the people remembered all of the amazing things God did for them, they 
also remembered all the bad choices that they made and all the times they 
disobeyed God. So they told God they were sorry and asked him to forgive them. 
They told God that they were ready to be faithful to him and follow him.  

● What do you think changed their hearts and made them want to apologize to God? 
○ They had heard the Bible and the stories of God’s goodness and they 

wanted to be in relationship with God again. When we hear God’s true 
words, it changes our hearts and reminds us how wonderful it is to be near 
God. God’s Word is alive and it changes us! 

○ But just saying we are sorry to God is not enough to make things right. We need 
a Savior to pay for all of the wrong things we have done. That Savior is Jesus! He 
paid for all the sins of the people who believe in him. So if we turn away from sins 
and trust in Jesus, we get to be with God forever! And that’s the best thing in the 
world. 

○ When we confess our sins to God, he promises that he will forgive us and make 
us clean. God gives us new chances every day to obey him and live in a way that 
honors him. 

  
PRAYER 

Lord, we are sorry for the times we disobey. Help us to turn away from wrong 
things and learn to do what is right. Help us to love the Bible because it makes us what to 
be with you and like you. We love you! Amen 
 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Act Out the Story 

○ Supplies: Bible, blankets and chairs, costumes, etc 
○ Walk the kids through the story simply. Choose someone to be Ezra, give him a 

bible and put him up on a platform to read God’s Word. Have everyone gather 
around him, choose people to be priests that help the others understand the 
Bible (whisper in their ears, etc). Have Ezra tell everyone to be joyful, then 
everyone cheers, jumps up and down, etc. Have them build booths out of chairs 
and blankets and celebrate the Feast of Booths. Then have them gather in a 
circle together to pray.  



 
 
 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

Why do we read God’s Word? 
To know who he is, to enjoy him, to learn wisdom, etc 

 
What is confession? 

Admitting that we are wrong. 
 

What does God promise to do when we confess our sins to him? 
Forgive us and make us new 

 
 
 


