
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 3 
Ezra 4-6 
Scripture: Ezra 5:5a 
 
Supplies: Cardstock, wax-resistant white crayon, watercolors and brushes 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God watches over his people. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week, you learned about the Israelites returning to Jerusalem. I heard you got to 
build the temple out of blocks!  

○ What do you remember from the bible story last week? 
■ Israelites returned, altar built and temple foundation laid, big celebration 

for God’s faithfulness, some people were joyful and some were sad 
● What do you think happens next in the story? The Israelites get to work rebuilding the 

temple, but there is a problem. 
○ There are enemies who don’t want them to rebuild the temple. The enemies 

had been living in the land while the Israelites were gone in Babylon and didn’t 
like to see the Israelites return.  

○ Rebuilding the temple and the city walls would help to make Jerusalem a strong 
city again, and the enemies wanted to keep their advantage and stay in control. 
They tried to trick them and offer them help so they could get close and see what 
was going on, but Zerubabbel said no. So the enemies complained to the king 
and the king ordered them to stop their work. 

○ God’s people were discouraged. They wanted to keep building, but they were 
scared. They obeyed the king’s order and stopped working on the temple for 15 
years. 

○ The Israelites got busy rebuilding their own homes. Do you think they might have 
been confused about God’s plan? (Yes- he asked them to build the temple but 
then all these obstacles came in their way and made it hard! Does that ever 
happen to you! Obeying can be very hard.) 

 But God did not forget them!  
○ After a while, God sent a messenger (prophet) named Haggai to tell them to stop 

rebuilding their homes and get back to building the temple. And they did.  
■ Ezra 5:5 says “the eye of their God” was on them! God was watching 

over his people. He would make a way for the temple to be completed. 
○ When the governor Tattenai saw them starting work again, he tried to stop them, 

but this time, they kept working. They were not afraid! 
○ Tattenai and King Darius searched their royal scrolls to see if what the Jews said 

was true about having permission to build. They found the scroll from King Cyrus 
that said they could build. And not only could they build, but the royal treasury 
had to pay for it!  

○ King Darius let them rebuild and gave them everything they needed. God 
gave him a heart that wanted to help the Jews and not hurt them. God can use 



anyone- even people who don’t follow him or believe in him- to do his work! Isn’t 
God powerful and good? 

● And guess what? The Israelites finally finished the temple! They dedicated (set it 
apart as special) the temple to God and sacrificed many animals for the sins of the 
people. Then they celebrated the Passover. They joyfully obeyed God and thanked him 
for helping them finish the temple. They were making a new start with God. 

○ Optional conversation: Passover and temple sacrifices 
■ What is Passover? 

● Passover is the remembrance of when God passed over the 
houses of the Israelites during the plagues in Egypt. He saved all 
of the firstborn sons of the Israelites and led them out of slavery. 

■ Why did they have to sacrifice animals at the temple? 
● God requires our sins to be paid for. He is perfectly just and holy, 

that means he cannot be near sin. So for the Israelites to be near 
him and have a relationship with him, they had to atone (pay for) 
their sins with the life of an animal. When God sent Jesus to die 
on the cross, the sacrifices at the temple were not needed 
anymore! Jesus is our perfect sacrifice and by his blood we are 
made right with God! 

● God was watching over his people when he saved them in Egypt, he watched over them 
as they rebuilt the temple, and he watches over us. He knows just what we need. And 
do you know what we need most? For him to save and rescue us! 

○ Just like God saw when they Israelites needed help and saved them with the 
blood of the Passover Lambs, he sees that we need help because of our sins 
and sent Jesus, the Lamb of God as our Savior! And just like the Israelites 
celebrated God by obeying him after the temple was finished, we can celebrate 
God because of Jesus! 

 
PRAYER 

● Thank you for watching over us, for knowing what we need and providing it, for 
sending Jesus (the true temple, the Lamb of God!) to meet our greatest need.  

 
ACTIVITIES 

● Coloring Page 
● Wax-Resistant Watercolor Activity (inspiration: 

http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.co.uk/2014/02/god-knows-us-wax-resist-painting.html) 
○ On some plain cardstock, write “God sees me” or “God watches over us” or 

something similar with a white, wax-resistant crayon. 
○ Explain to the kids that God sees things that no one else can see, especially 

things in our hearts which no one else can see. When the Israelites felt sad and 
discouraged and stopped building the temple, God saw that and sent them help 
to complete the task. 

○ Have them paint on the cardstock with watercolors to reveal the writing 
underneath. 

○ Allow them to make their own hidden messages or drawings and paint over them 
if time allows. 

 
 



REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
 
Why did the Israelites stop building the temple? 

They were afraid of their enemies. 
 
How did God help the Israelites finish the temple? 

He saw their needs, sent messengers (prophets) to encourage them, and stirred up the 
heart of the king to let them finish building. 
 
How does God help us when we are afraid or in need? 

Various answers. God gives us his spirit and his Word to encourage us and make us 
brave. He provides all of our basic needs because He’s our faithful Father. He provided for our 
greatest need, to be saved from our sin, by sending Jesus! 


