
Dayton Women in the Word 
Summer Study Children’s Lessons 

 
EZRA & NEHEMIAH WEEK 4 
Haggai and Zechariah 
Scripture: Malachi 3:1 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.” 
 
MAIN TRUTH: God talks to his children. 
 
LESSON CONTENT: 

● Last week, you learned about the Israelites finishing work on the temple.  
○ What do you remember from the bible story last week? 

■ Enemies stopped the work on the temple, God saw the what the people 
needed to rebuild and provided it for them, they finished the temple and 
had a big celebration 

● Do you remember that God sent his messengers, the prophets, to talk to his people and 
tell them to start rebuilding? This week, we’re going to talk about prophets in the bible 
and what God uses them for. 

● Prophets are messengers chosen by God. They are not angels. They are people that 
God picks to tell a special message, and then their job is to tell that message to all of 
God’s people. 

○ Show this short video, if you like: 
■ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sumaXbjP2Kg 

● Have you ever been chosen to tell a message? (Maybe mom asked you to tell your dad 
a message, and you had to remember what it was and go quickly to tell him, etc) The 
messages God asks prophets to share are very important. They are life-or-death kinds of 
messages! 

● Some prophets speak their message and some write their messages down. Some 
of the messages of prophets were written down in the history books of the Bible, like 
Elijah and David. Some are talked about in the gospels, like John the Baptist. 

● Prophets are not just men! There are female prophets in the bible, too, like Anna (Luke 
2:36) and Deborah (Judges 4). 

● Prophets’ words are God’s words. Prophets do not add their own words to the 
message God gives them. The way we know if prophets are sharing God’s true words is 
if they come true. There are tons of prophecies (messages from God about the future) in 
the Old Testament that come true in the New Testament- so we know they are true! We 
can trust God’s words to be true.  

○ Optional conversation: Do you know any prophecies from the bible that have 
come true? 

■ Talk about some of the prophecies in the Old Testament about Jesus. 
Isaiah is a great place to start with this (Isaiah 7, 9, 11, 35, 40, 42, 52..) 
but they are all over the bible! 

● Some prophets share messages from God, and some share visions. There are 
many visions in the bible that are hard to understand, but they are good for us to study! 
Visions are like picture messages.  

● In the bible, there are whole books written by prophets! Some are long, and some are 



short. 
○ The longer books written by prophets are called the Major Prophets. 

■ These include Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel. 
○ The shorter books written by prophets are called the Minor Prophets. 

■ These include Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. 

● Why are these books of the bible important for us to read? What do they teach us? 
○ They teach us about the important messages that God wanted his people to 

hear. And those messages are important for US to hear, too! We have hearts just 
like the Israelites that like to wander and we need God to tell us what to do so we 
can live lives that honor him. 

○ God uses the prophets like a wake-up call for the Israelites. 
■ Watch this short video to explain: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fxXWk4YW1g&feature=youtu.be 
■ Sometimes, we need a wakeup call like that, too.  

● This week, your mommas are learning from the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. Haggai 
and Zechariah spoke God’s message to the Israelites when they were back in Jerusalem 
to rebuild the temple and the city walls. 

○ What was God’s message for them? God wanted the Israelites to stop 
building their own houses and finish building the temple so he could come 
to be with them. He wanted them to turn to him, to trust him, to obey him. And 
he wants that for us, too! He wants all of us to know that he is in control, he will 
fight for us, he will protect us, and one day, he will bring peace to the whole 
earth. Isn’t he a good God?  

● Does anyone know who the most important prophet of all was? 
○ Jesus! Jesus is the perfect prophet! In the gospels, he told us many things that 

will happen at the end of time, and he predicted his death over and over. He is 
the middle man between us and God. Now, because of Jesus, we all have the 
ability to receive messages from God. We get messages from God through his 
Holy Spirit, through prayer and through God’s Word in the Bible. 

● We can be God’s prophets, too! 
○ We are all God’s messengers. He put all of you in families of faith so that you 

would learn about Jesus and tell the whole world about him. Not everyone has 
visions or hears God’s voice with their ears, but everyone who follows Jesus has 
the Holy Spirit living inside them to give them words of hope to share with other 
people.  

 
PRAYER 

● Since God is so good to send messages to us, let’s send a message to him! How do we 
send messages to God? Through prayer! God hears all of our prayers and loves to talk 
with us. 

● Lord, thank you for sending us messages from the prophets to warn us, to comfort us 
and to tell us what you have in store for the future. Thank you for our perfect prophet 
Jesus, who allows us to talk with you right now! Help us to be your messengers in the 
world, telling everyone we know about you. Amen 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fxXWk4YW1g&feature=youtu.be


ACTIVITIES 
● Coloring Page 
● Play the Telephone Game (if you have multiple kids) 

○ Have the kids line up or sit in a circle. Pick one child to start. Whisper a phrase in 
their ear, something like “God loves you” or “God wants you to obey” or 
something else a prophet might say. That child will whisper the phrase into the 
ear of the child sitting or standing to their right. The game continues. Players 
whisper the phrase to their neighbors until it reaches the last player in line. Then 
you can talk about whether the original message got to the end of the line. This 
may lead to a discussion about whether or not the Israelites heard God’s 
messages correctly! 

● Make A Megaphone 
○ Supplies: Disposable cups (paper will work best), decorations (washi tape, fringe, 

stickers, markers, etc), scissors or exacto knife, glue (if needed) 
○ Cut the bottom off of the cup. Allow the kids to decorate their own megaphone. 

Suggest writing a scripture (like Malachi 3:1) or phrase about prophets or God 
talking to his children on the side of the cup.  

○ Let the kids pretend to be prophets and share God’s messages through their 
megaphones. 

● Drawing Zechariah’s Visions 
○ Supplies: Paper and crayons/markers/pencils 
○ Read one or more of Zechariah’s vision aloud to the kids. Have them draw what 

they hear and talk together about what the visions might mean. (Keep a study 
bible handy for any tough questions!) 

 
 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
 
What is a prophet? 

A prophet is a person who shares a special message from God. 
 
Who are some prophets from the Bible? 

Various answers, see above (open your bible and show them if they forget!) 
 
How does God speak to us today? 

Through the Bible, through other people, by the Holy Spirit, in prayer 
 
How can we be like prophets? 

By telling people about Jesus: by warning them about judgement to come and giving 
them the good news that Jesus’ death saves us from judgement! 


